
C.	 If you do not have a driver's license and it is your responsibility to provide transportation. you must have a 
responsible licensed relative orfriend do the driving when the child is being transported. 

D.	 If you are the custodial parent, you must supply adequate clothing for parenting time and inform the other parent 
of necessary medication and possible illness. You MUST also have the child ready at the scheduled parenting time. 
BOTH PARENTS are expected to send and return clothing in the same condition received. Clothing and personal 
items belong to the children. If there is an issue with clothing, then each parent will be responsible to have these in 
their home for the minor children. 

E.	 Children's Medications I Treatment: If their treating physician has prescribed children medication, it is expected that 
both parents will abide by the Doctor's advice and administer medications/treatments as prescribed. If a parent has a 
problem with the treatmenVmedication then the parents should make a joint appointment with the treating physician to 
discuss all available options. Ultimately, if the parents are unable to agree they are to do what is in the children's best 
interests and abide by the treating physicians' recommendations. A parent does have the option of to file a motion 
regarding a specific concem by researching this on his or her own or obtaining the assistance of an attomey. 
......Reminder: if the parties share legal custody these decisions are to be discussed and agreed upon before any non­
life threatening prescriptions/treatment is undertaken. Failure to do so could result in the Court review of the 
custody/parenting time arrangements. 

F.	 If you are the custodial parent, you must inform the other parent of any medication or illnesses of the child. If the child 
is ill during parenting time then you must inform the other parent of the circumstances as well. 

G.	 Law requires safety belts and car seats. Michigan law was amended in 2008 to require all passengers aged 0-3, 
and those 4-8 years of age and less than 4 feet 9 inches in height, to be secured in a child restraint system. Children 
aged 4-16 who are not less than 4 feet 9 inches in height shall use a seatbelt. According to vehicle and car seat 
manufacturers a child under the age of 12 should be transported in the back seat of any vehicle equipped with front­
seat airbags. Each parent should h ave an appropriate a nd property installed car seat when t he children are 
transported in their vehicles. 

H.	 Parents should always speak positively to a child about the other parent, or say nothing at all. Speaking negatively 
about the other parent accomplishes nothing and will do more harm than good. Understand that by speaking 
negatively about the other party could damage your long-term relationship with your children. They are a part of each 
parent and degrading a parent is taken personally by the child and intemalized. 

I.	 Attempt to understand your children's feelings of going back and forth between homes and the parents need to 
take responsibility for the for the inconvenience and difficulty this puts on your children. Imagine how you would feel 
about leaving the child in one home and you and your ex-partner moving in and out according to the parenting time 
schedule. Understand that this constant change may be even more difficult for the child to manage. 

J.	 Keep to a regular schedule as much as possible. This helps your child anticipate and prepare for transitions and to 
develop a sense of trust in relationships. Irregular contacts can lead to a sense of helplessness and distrust in the 
child. 

K.	 Try to maintain continuity in care-taking patterns so that the child is able to focus on play and exploration, rather 
than being distracted or disturbed by major changes in routine. It is important for the child to build on care-giving 
routines rather than compete or conflict with them. 

L.	 If a parent has not had contact or contact has been inconsistent for at least three months. the absent parent 
must attend individual counseling wherein the therapist will focus on the parents ability to prioritize the emotional needs 
of their children and submit a report/summary to the Court as to whether the parent is likely to disappoint the children 
again. Additionally, the absent parent must also take parenting classes and provide verification to the Ionia County 
Friend of the Court of successful completion. 

>	 If these steps are completed, a gradual reintroduction of parenting time will take place and may include 
supervised parenting time or as deemed recommended by the therapist. 

>	 The Court recognizes there are reasons that a parent may miss parenting time on a long-term basis witt­
appropriate reasons (Le. military service, etc.) and this will be taken into consideration. 

The FOC recognizes that each parent has his or her own individual parenting style. Avoid passing judgment upon the othel 
parent for what they do with their time. The child will grow into adulthood and will recognize the relationship between the 
child and its parents for what it has developed into. 



IV.	 The following excuses ARE NOT VALID reasons for denying parenting: 

A.	 The child had to go somewhere else. 

B.	 The child is not home. You are responsible to se~ that the child is available for parenting time. 

C.	 The parent paying support is behind in his/her obligation. 

D.	 The child wants to stay home (REGARDLESS OF AGE). You are the parent and the Court DOES NOT 
BELIEVE that the child should be making such decisions. 

E.	 The parent does not want the child to go. 

F.	 The child does not have clothes to wear. 

G.	 The child fusses when the other parent picks the child up. Understand that your child will have some stresses and 
growing pain regardless of whether parents are together or not and may have some difficulty when going between 
parents. Take care not to jump to conclusions. This does not necessarily indicate problems with the other 
parent. 

The following additional excuses MAY NOT BE VALID reasons for denying parenting time: 

A.	 The chHd is sick. 

8.	 The weather was bad. 

If parenting time is denied for either of these two reasons, the parent who denied parenting time bears the burden of proving that the 
denial was reasonable. The Ionia County Friend of the Court encourages parents to communicate regarding the above and make 
alternative arrangements if possible. 

V.	 OTHER ISSUES: 

A.	 SPARE THE CHILD - Parenting does not have to be traumatic for the child. The parents are expected to pick up and 
drop off the child in a timely manner. It is not necessary to inspect the home. Likewise, to the other parent. the other 
parent does not have to provide a detail on the where, what and how the parenting time will be exercised. See E. 
below r~garding out-at-town vacation plans. 

Parenting time is for the parent and child. Parenting time exchanges are not the time to discuss adult issues, Le., 
alimony, child support, and property. This manner of communication should be on your time, not the child's. Many 
disputes begin because one parent arrives with or invites in a new girlfriend or boyfriend. Your children need your fun 
attention. They have a rough enough time adjusting to their parent's separate lives without 'earning a new cast of players. 
Unless you are seriously contemplating a commitment, leave your new acquaintances at home. Dating can be reserved 
for a time when the children are not around. 

B.	 KEEP THE KIDS OUT OF THE MIDDLE - Parents should NEVER use the child as a source of information on the 
activities of the other parent. A child quickly learns to supply information they think you want to hear, and they will tailor 
their remarks accordingly. Such information only creates problems, and parents will discover that a child who is forced 
to be in the middle may become skillful in playing one parent against the other. Beware, you may get what you ask for. 
Be careful not to see the child as an object or possession to be won or diVided. 

C.	 CUSTODY/PARENTING TIME CHANGES - CO NOT DISCUSS WITH OR PROMISE the child that you will obtain 
custody of them, unless and until a hearing and an order of custody has been SIGNED BY THE JUDGE. You should 
know that the law permits changes in custody only in the most compelling of circumstances. A party seeking a change 
in custody must show proper cause or a change in circumstances before a hearing on a change of custody can even 
occur. 

D.	 MAINTAIN TEAMWORK AND COMMUNICATION - How you interact with the other parent will affect your child. One 
of the better things you can do is to encourage your child's ability to have a secure relationship with the other parent 



Coordination between parents will help the child establish a secure, self-concept on the inside. Lack of coordination 
makes a child feel split between parents. Concentrate on filtering your best qualities throug~ your child. 

E.	 OUT-OF-5TATE VACATIONS - Unless your court order prohibits it, either parent may take the minor child out-of-state 
for a vacation. An order of domicile refers only to the residence of a child being changed and does not apply to 
vacations unless the court order specifically addresses it. Parents must notify the other parent of a telephone number 
and provide a general itinerary of where the minor child may be reached in case an emergency arises. 

F.	 NEGLECT & ABUSE CASES - The Friend of the Court does not have any authority to handle neglect and abuse 
complaints. Information should be immediately reported to Protective Services at the Department of Human Services 
(DHS) in the county where the child resides, and/or a police agency where the alleged abuse or neglect occurred. 
Laws effective 01/01/97 provide for criminal charges, sanctions and penalties for any intentional false statements made 
regarding child abuse and/or neglect. 

G.	 SCHOOUHEALTH CARE PROVIDER INFORMATION - Legislation effective 01/01/97 provides that schools, 
hospitals, physicians, etc. MUST provide information regarding the minor child to either· parent regardless of which 
parent has legal custody, unless there is a court order that prohibits a parent from having access to such records. 

H.	 CALLING THE POLICE - The ONLY TIME that police should be called is if the child or the parties are in immediate 
danger. Calling the police for parenting time disputes is very traumatic for the child. Most law enforcement agencies 
do not become involved in settling custody and/or parenting time disputes and will only refer the parents to the Friend 
of the Court. 

I.	 PERSONAL PROTECTION ORDERS - Personal protection orders should not be used to deny custody or 
parenting time. It is your responsibility to inform the Court of a custody/parenting time court order when presenting 
your motion before the Judge. If you have a Persona' Protection Order, it is your responsibility to provide a copy of the 
Personal Protection Order to the Friend of the Court. 

J.	 STEP·PARENTS - When a parent remarries, the spouse will be involved in the child's life. Since the step-parent will 
be at least in part a caregiver to the child, every effort should be made to promote a good relationship between the 
step-parent and the child. Likewise, the step-parent should promote communication between the natural parents. 

K.	 LICE INFESTATION • The FOC does not investigate a home based on an accusation of head or body lice. As soon 
as a problem is detected, either parent should take the child to a health authority immediately for treatment information 
The parents must cooperate fully on this matter because THIS IS IN THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE CHILD. 

M.	 HAIR CUTS - The custodial parent will provide hair cuts for the minor children. The non-custodial parent may provide 
hair cuts for the minor children upon the approval of the custodial parent. 

VI. MAKE-UP PARENTING TIME: 

Pursuant to MCL 552.642, the Friend of the Court will follow the following procedures when a determination has been made that 
make-up parenting time should be awarded: 

According to the MeL 552.642, the complaining parent shall give to the office written notice of an alleged, 
wrongfully denied parenting time within 7 days of alleged denial. 

A. When the Friend of the Court receives a written parenting time affidavit alleging a denial in a timely manner of 
its occurrence, a Friend of the Court employee will determine whether the allegation shows a wrongful denial of a Court 
ordered parenting time provision. 
B. If so, the Friend of the Court shall by ordinary mail inform the alleged violator of the nature of the alleged 
violation. The notice shall contain the following statement: 

FAILURE TO RESPOND TO THE FRIEND OF THE COURT OFFICE WITHIN 21 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF THIS 
NOTICE TO WORK OUT A SATISFACTORY ARRANGEMENT MAY RESULT IN CONTEMPT OF COURT 
PROCEEDINGS BEING BROUGHT AGAINST yOU. 

C. The Friend of the Court will review any written responses it receives. The Friend of the Court may determine 
whether parenting time was wrongfully denied. 

10 



, " 

Additionally, the Friend of the Court may: 
schedule the parties for an informal mediation in an attempt to resolve the issue, or 
Schedule this for Court before the Circuit Court Referee if warranted. 

If the Friend of the Court makes a determination that parenting time was wrongfully denied, the determination shaH 
contain the following notice: 

FAILURE TO RESPOND WITHIN 21 DAYS TO T.HE OFFICE OF THE FRIEND OF THE COURT WILL BE 
CONSIDERED AN AGREEMENT THAT PARENTING TIME WAS WRONGFULLY DENIED AND THE OFFICE WILL 
ADJUST THE ACCOUNT OF PARENTING TIME ARREARS ACCORDINGL Y. 

D. Make-up parenting time shall be in accordance with the following: 
(a) Make-up parenting shall be the same type and duration of parenting time as the parenting time that 
was denied, including but not limited to weekend parenting time for weekend parenting time. holiday parenting 
time for holiday parenting time, weekday parenting time for weekday parenting time, and summer parenting 
time for summer parenting time; 
(b) Make-up parenting time for denied weekends or weekdays, make-up parenting time for all parenting 
times shall be taken within one year after the wrongfully denied parenting time occurred provided a 30 day 
written notice to the other party and a copy to the Friend of the Court is given by the party who will' be 
exercising the make up parenting time. 
(c) The date and time of the make-up parenting time shaH be chosen by the parent denied parenting 
time in the manner described above. 

THE FRIEND OF THE COURT HAS THE AUTHORITY TO INTERPRET THIS POLICY AND 
l\'IAKE DETE~IINATIONS FOR PURPOSES OF ENFORCEl\'IENT OF THIS POLICY. 

THE UNDERSIGNED HAVE APPROVED AND ADOPTED THIS PARENTING TIl\'IE POLICY IN 
ITS ENTIRETY FOR THE FAMILY DIVISION OF THE 8th CIRCUIT COURT. 

)Date: 3 -- .3J ..../J 7 

Date:------­

Date: g -- / 8 - 0 9' 

Date:------­

DAVID . OORT 
CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 

BRUCE E. BASOM 
CIRCUIT COURT REFEREE 
MONTCAL COUNTY Foe 

~
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