  EUREKA CHARTER TOWNSHIP PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES

GREENVILLE WEST DRAIN

MONDAY, MAY 5, 2008
Supervisor Les Lillie at the Eureka Township Hall, 9322 S. Greenville Road, Greenville, MI, called the Greenville West Drain Public Hearing to order on May 5, 2008, at 6:30 pm.  After the Pledge of Allegiance, roll call found the following Board Members present:  Supervisor Les Lillie, Clerk Linda Ruwersma, Treasurer Cindy Hanson, Trustees Robert Mulholland, and Laura Shears.  Trustees Brian Zayler and Rodney Roy were late arriving at 6:50 pm and 7:05 pm respectively.  These minutes will not be approved until the May 12, 2008 Board Meeting.  Approximately 18 others were in attendance. The meeting was not audio taped.  
Montcalm County Drain Commissioner Don Cooper, Mike Oezer from Progressive A E, and Township Attorney John Lohrstorfer were also at the meeting to answer any questions.

Attorney Lohrstorfer explained the need of adopting the resolution.  He stressed that the issue is not whether land owners can be exempt from the assessment but if the assessments are proportioned correctly.  A resident had to take care of being excluded from the district drain in 2001.
Robert Sowerby, 11395 Elkins Road, submitted a letter representing Sowerby Farms asking to be exempt from the Drain District.  Years ago Sowerby Farms allowed the City to drain water on their property free of charge. Sowerby Farms owns a portion of Coleman Pond and do not feel they should have to pay to have their own water drain onto their own property.
Don Cooper explained the runoff into Coleman Pond and why people are in the district.  The process began in 2001 for the Greenville West District Drain to protect Coleman Pond from silt, grease, oil, and sediment because there was no other outlet. 
Trustee Brian Zayler arrived at 6:50 pm.  Others asked questions and brought their complaints before the Board.  Trustee Roy arrived at 7:05 pm.
Steve Klackle, 11466 W. Carson City Road, still wanted to have a portion of his property exempt from the assessment because he has his own retention ponds and feels the water runs away from the Coleman Pond.  
It was explained that property owners can spread their assessment over fifteen years but interest will accrue on the balance due.  Assessments will appear on the December 2008 tax bill.  Treasurer Hanson stated she cannot collect any part of the assessment until December 1, 2008.  Assessments can be paid in full after that time with no interest on their portion.
After those present had been given the opportunity to be heard concerning the assessment roll, Mrs. Shears moved, with a second by Mr. Mulholland to approve a resolution for the Special Assessment for the Greenville West Drain Drainage District as presented, with the interest rate being decided at the May 12, 2008 Regular Board Meeting.  Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried. 

Mr. Lillie adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:06 pm.
Linda J. Ruwersma, CMC

Eureka Charter Township Clerk

May 6, 2008
