OBJECTION TO REFEREE’S RECOMMENDED ORDER
(DENOVO REVIEW)

Use this form if you are objecting to a referee’s recommended order. You must fill in each

blank of the forms using black or blue ink only. Please be advised that there is a $20.00 Motion
fee charged when filing this form with the Clerk’s Office, in addition to obtaining a copy of the
transcript from the Friend of the Court office.

1.

(9}

A party may obtain a judicial hearing on any matter that has been the subject of a referee
hearing and that resulted in a statement of findings and a recommended order by filing a
written objection and notice of hearing within twenty-one (21) days after the referee’s
recommendation for an order that is served on the attorneys for the parties, or the parties if
they are not represented by counsel.

The objections must include a clear and concise statement of the specific findings or
application of law to which an objection is made. Objections regarding the accuracy or
completeness of the recommendation must state with specificity the inaccuracy or
omission.

Objections should be based on good reasons. If you objection is made without grounds, is
unreasonable or intended to delay the entry of an order, the Court can require you to pay
the court costs and/or attorney fees to handle your objection.

After you fill out the objection, you must complete the portion of the form entitled
“Notice of Hearing.” In order to obtain a hearing date you will have to call your Judge’s
Court Administrator to schedule the hearing and obtain a hearing date. The Court
Administrator for Judge Hoseth-Kreeger is Rachelle Thomas and she can be reached at
(989) 831-7363 (Montcalm) or (616) 527-5315 (Ionia). The Court Administrator for
Judge Hoort is Tracy Szymanski and she can be reached at (989) 831-7343 (Montcalm) or
(616) 527-5336 (Ionia). When your case was first filed, it was assigned to one of our two
Circuit Judges. Because our Circuit encompasses both Ionia and Montcalm Counties, one
Judge is in each county weekly, and then the Judges switch counties the following week.
By calling the FOC office, you can confirm which Judge is assigned to your case. This
will be important because you will have to contact the Judge’s Court Administrator, in
either Montcalm or Ionia County, to obtain the hearing date. Once the objection is
completed and the hearing date obtained, you must file the objection with the Court and
serve a copy on the other party. A Proof of Service is also required for both the other
party and the Friend of the Court office. Read the instructions for this specificity and use
the checklist to ensure you have completed the process as required.

On the portion entitled “REQUEST FOR TRANSCRIPT,” please contact the Friend of
the Court office at (989) 831-7332, or in writing, to find out how to obtain and pay for
your copy. You will need to contact the FOC PRIOR to filing the request to find out the
approximate cost as a deposit is required before the transcript will be started. NOTE:
This must be requested in writing and paid for within the twenty-one (21) days
allowed. Also, you must pay by cash or money order. No Personal Checks allowed.



OBJECTIONTO HEFEREE'S RECOMMENDED ORDER CHECKLI

[

Jse the following checklist o make sure you have done all the steps that are needed

DIDYOW ..

1. Fill out all requested information on the form? YES ]
2. Make all necessary copies? YES [}
3. File the objection form with the clerk's office? .YES ]
4..  Mail (serve) a copy of the objection on the other party and on any

other custodian/guardian after the judge and hearing date were .

assigned to your case by the clerk? vEs [
5. Return to the clerk's office after you mailed the objection and notice

of hearing to the other party and completed the certificate of mailing? YES ]
B. 'Keep one copy of the objection and notice of hearing form for

yourself? ves [
7. Give 2 copies of the completed form to the clerk of the court? - ves OJ

Yod must attend the hearing on the objection.

If you cannot answer "yes" to all of the above steps, a hearing on your cbjection may b
~delayed or your objection may be dismissed.

By using this form packet you are representing yourself in a court action. In order to. |
receive the action you seek, you must follow the instructions in this packet. 1f youfail

do even one of the requnrad steps the order megetiﬁem—%heeeﬁrtﬁaymt‘grveyou

‘whatyou want. .

i you have any questions about any stepsin the process, refer topages 3 throt
5 tor detalls. ‘




INGTRL «"‘*mesa FOR USING FORM FOC 68
OBJECTING TO A REFEREE’S RECOMMENDED ORDER

oy FILING AN OBJECTION

If your hearing was held bCIOlB a referee and you do not agree with the referee's decision, you h.

21 days from the date you receive the referee's recommendatlon to file an objection and request
de novo (new) hearing before the judge.

1. Fill out the Objeciion to Referee's Recommended Order form.

Use the instructions on the form. Be careful not to make mistakes.

Before filling out the “Notice of Hearing" part of the form, contact the fnend of the court office t
find out who to contact about getting a hearing date. Then contact the person or office that thy
friend of the court office directs you to. Fill in the form with the information you get about the

hearing date, location of hearing, and name of the judge who will be hearmg the motion.

Make at least 5 copies of the form afier you have filled it out.

2. File the form with the county clerk.

Take the original and 5 CODIES of the form to the county clerk in the county where your caseis
located.

The county clerk will write the name of the judge assigned to your case on your form.- The cleri
will keep the original and 1 ccpy of the objection and any attachments for the court file and the

friend of the court. Then the clerk will return 4 ccpxes and any remaining attachments to you.D
not lose them.

What you should have when you leave the clerk’s office:

1 Copy of FOC 68 (with any attachments) - for the you
1 Copy of FOC 68 (with any attachments) - for other party
1 Copy of FOC €8 - for preof of service to the court

1 Capy of FOC €8 - for proct of sarvice to the friend of the court

»» SERVING THE MOTION CN THE OTHER PARIX_QE-P—AR'F}ES———-——/

1. Servethe chjection and notxce cf heanng on the other party

T‘ne other parent, or other party (if there is a custadian or guardian other than a parent) must

served with (natified of) the objection and hearing date atleast 9 weekday s (not inctuding
halidays) before the hearing dats.

.



,A.-____-CGHF!—H%e%:

NOTE: Serve the papers by malling them to the olher party by reqular, first class mail.

What you need for serv‘ice:

1 Copy of FOC 68 (with any attachments) - for the other party
2 Copies of FOCT 68 - for proof of service

Any additional copies of FOC 68 (with any attachments) - for other custodian or guardic
if there is someone other than the other parent who has care or custody of the child(re:

Mail 1 copy with attachments to the other party. If there is a custodian or guardian, mail 1 copy

and the attachments to them. Then {ill out the Certmcate of Mailing on the front of the remainir
3 copies. Keep 1 copy for your own records.

2. Return to the county clerk.

Once you have mailed the objeohon and notice of hearing and filled out the certificate of mailin

on the remaining 3 copies, return to the county clerk’s office with 2 copies. Remember to keep-
copy for your own records. The county clerk will deliver 1 copy to the friend of the court.

3. Attend the hearing.

You must attend the hearmg on the objection.

) INFORMATION ABOUT ATTENDlNG THE HEARING

Bring a copy cof the referee's recommended order and the packet {or either Order Regarding
Support (Form FOC 52), Order Regarding Parenting Time (Form FOC 67), or Order Regarding

Custody, Parenting Time, and Support (Form FOC 89) with you to the hearing. Also bring all
supporting papers you have any any witnesses who are willing to testify.

1. Since you are representing yourself, you are expected to conduct yourself as an attorney would
and to follow the same general rules an attorney would.

2. Makea a list of information you feel is important for the judge to know. The information should
~relate to the reasons stated in your objection. You can use this hst as a reminder to bring UP the
-poaints you feel are impaortant.

3. If you feel you need to order someone to attsnd

OﬂSU Wh an attorney

mm%mwwrﬁ@an

4. Go to the 1udge s court rocm on the scheduled day and time. Dress neatly. Get there 4100r15

minutes early. Be prepared to spend mast of the meming or afternocn in caourt. Bring &ny
Wwitnesses with you.

S. If you are responsible for preparing the order, bring all copies of your order



6. Go into the cowrt room and tell the clerk ('simng near the judge’s bench) your name thaLyOL ar

¥
, thatyou
there for a hearing, and you are representing yourself. Do not interrupt any hearing in progres
Then take a seat in the back of the' court room and wail for your case to be called.

. When you are called, go to the podium and clearly state the following

1) your name
2) that yo'u are repre_sent'mg yourself
3) that you are objectingto a referee’s recommended order

4) the facts or reasons for your objection (bring any supporting papers with you)

5) whetner you have witnesses in pburt who are willing to testify

Answer the judge's questions clearly and directly. If the judge wants‘ to hear from the other
witnesses, ask them tfo tell the court what they saw or know regarding your situation

. If the other party is in court, he or she will have a chance to speak also. When the other party

talks, take notes. Do not interrupt the other party. After the other pany speaks, you will have
another chance to talk. Taking notes will help you with this.

PA



INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING

TOBJECTION TO REFEREE'S RECOMMENDED ORDER"
Use this form if you are a party {o an aclion and you have received a oopy of a referee's recomme;
order that you disagree with. By compleling this form and filing It with the court, you are asking for ¢

hearing before a judge. You must fill out this form and file | it with the county clerk within 21 days afte
receive a copy of the referee’'s recommended order.

Please print neatly. After filling in the form, you will heed to make at least 5 copies

ltems A through F must be completed before your objection can be filed with the court. Please rea
instructions for each item. Then fill in the correct information for that item

®

Copy the "Case No." from the referee's recommended order onto thrs form.

See the court papers mentioned above tofill in the "Plaintiff* and “Defendant" boxes andif applic
the "Third Party" box. Copy your names from these court papers on this form. For example, if

name is in the box that says "plaintiff’, then you should write your name in the "plaintiff" box or
form. : ' ‘

You are the "moving party". Once you have wrrtten the names where they belong, check the
"moving party” in the same box as your name.

Write in the date the recommended order was signed by the referee, The date will be atthe bo
of the order ' .

Explain in as much detail as possible why you disagree with the referee s recomm ended ordet

®

@ Write in today's date and sign your name. Now contact the friend of the court office in your co
to find out how to get a hearing date. See page 3 of thts booklet for details. 4

@ " Once you get a heanng scheduled, fill in the full name of the judge who will be hearing this objec

the date of the hearing, the time of the hearing (include whether itis a.m. or p.m.), and the pla

the hearing. ,

Now go to the county clerk's office with the original and § copies of this form. The clerk will k
the original and 1 copy and return 4 copies to you.

Read pages 3 and 4 of this booklet far details on mailing this form to the other party.

On the date you mail 4 copy tothe other party, write in the date and si
... B8copies. Returntot

m-therem:
2 oopres . Read page 4 of this book‘et for details.

What happens next:

You must attend the hearing on the date and time stated in the "Notice of Hearing" part of th
For more information about the hearing, see pages 4 and 5 of this boaklet. -




Qriginal - Court
1stcopy - Moving Party
2nd copy - Objecling Party

ard copy - Friend of the Count
4lh copy - Proof of Service .

Approved, SCAC X ,
. .bm_c_o“py - Proof of Senvice

STATE OF MICHIGAN N ()  CASENO.
8th JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OBJECTIONTO '
MONTCALM COUNTY REFEREE'S RECOMMENDED ORDER
Cour{ address . ) | Court telephor

Judicial Court Complex, 629-N. State, PO Box 305, Stanton, MI 48888 (989) 831-733;

@ Plainiifi's name, address. and telephone ne. 0O Moving party ‘ \Defendanl‘s name, addresé. and telephone no. D Moving p

Third party's name, address, and teleghone no. D Moving party

| object to the entry of the referee’s recommended order da’ced@ : and
request a de novo hearing by the court. My objection is based on the fol!owmg reason(s):

)

| declare that the statements above are true to the best of my information, knowledge, and belief.

@ Date Signalure of atjecling party

Name (ype or prini)

LNOT]CE OF HEARING

® A hearing will be held an this ctjecticn before Hen -

Name atjudge —-=

on__—— i at -
Date R e e - Tima_ ..o lPlace - s

i yau requ1r= scecxal accommcdanons to use the ccurttecause of a disability, please cantact the court immmediately 10
afrang=ments

F:ERTIFICATE OF mmumcﬂ

| Cerify that on this date | mailed a copy of this ob;ectxon and notice cf hearmg on the other party(ies) by ordinary mal
above address(es). R :

O ,

it Sigriature ofcojecang pary

FOC 8] jainmy MB IEATIAR v e -



i |
L. STATE OF MICHIGAN FILE NO. 1
h . *FRIEND OF THE COURT . 1
- . MONTCALM COUNTY REQUEST FOR TRANSCRIPT

|
| In the matter of;

Transcripts of hearings are prepared upon the written request by a party. At the time of the request, the court reporter will |
| estimate the cost of the transcript (NOTE: this is only an estimate as the exact number of pages cannot be determined ‘
“ until completion of the transcript) and an estimate as to the time it will take to complete the transcript. Once an estimate '
| has been given, a deposit in the amount of that estimate will need to be paid before the transcript is started. You may |

request that a transcript be completed by a particular date and every attempt will be made to provide the transcript by the
“ date requested; however, the transcripts are prepared by the court reporter on the court reporter’s own time. A transcript
| requested to be completed within a week will be considered expedited and there will be an additional cost for this service.
| Transcripts will be expected to be picked up from the Court office unless postage for mailing is paid by the party. |

|
| [ hereby request a transcript(s) be prepared regarding the case listed above.

| Date of Hearing: Time of Hearing: |

| Estimated Length of Hearing: |

|
“ I request that the transcript be completed before: . |
Date
\

\ O I acknowledge that the cost of the transcript will be $2.05 per page. |
0 I acknowledge that the entire cost of the transcript will be payable prior to receipt of the transcript. ‘
0 I acknowledge that once a deposit has been made and the transcript started, there will be no refunds.

0 I acknowledge that I will be notified after completion of the transcript and will pay the remaining cost of \
the transcript before the transcript is delivered to me.

\ Date Signature . i e e
‘.«'__ ot P ealhente bl —— s —— e ———————————SEEb R R b |
| Address !
|
| City, state, zip ‘
! |
Telephone number !
! |
\
| Do not write below this line — for Court use only \
! |
Received by: Estimated transcript time: |
| Deposit required: Deposit paid: |
0O Expedited Fee: Date:
Total transcript cost:
Less deposit paid:
| Balance due/refund:

MONTCALM COUNTY FORM - REQUEST FOR TRANSCRIPT =



