Montcalm County Fire Chiefs Association

Chiefs Meeting Minutes

June 1st, 2011

Call to Order at 19:06 hours

Pledge of Allegiance

Roll Call

Amble

Day


Lakeview


Sheridan


Belvidere 
Greenville

Maple Valley


Stanton

Carson City
Home 

Montcalm



Crystal

Howard City

Richland




*Bold = Present


Guests:
Dave Feldpausch, Director MCES




Tom Lindeman, District 2 Commissioner

Officers:
President Linton (Present), Vice President Dickinson (Present), Secretary VanHolstyn (Present), County Training Coordinator Blomstrom (Present 19:51)

Administrative

Approve Minutes from April 2011 meeting – Motion by Chief Callison and 2nd by FF J. Johnson to approve minutes with correction to R.I.T./Survival.  Motion carried.

Mr. Feldpausch spoke on the county Technical Rescue Team and their quest to locate a team leader and some direction from the fire departments as to where this team can go.

Some of the issues expressed were time commitment for training vs. lack of calls to maintain interest, discussed a regional concept relying on regional teams instead of a local team, the “past” relationship of “SERT” with the fire departments, unwillingness to be apart of “another” agency or entity, thinking there is interest in the firefighters but the “team” needs to visit each department for a “show and tell” to get a better understanding of what the team does.

Committee Reports

EMAC/Emergency Management  - Sgt Blomstrom reported on the Functional Exercise that was held on Tuesday, May 31st in the EOC.  The disaster was a tornado that went through the Lakeview area.  Chief Brasington, Sgt Blomstrom and FF VanHolstyn participated in the exercise and mentioned some of the issues that developed and were addressed.  Overall, it was a good exercise and educational for the Fire Service Officers.

A full-scale exercise is being planned in August/September; possibly in the Edmore area.

Firemen’s Association – Jack Johnson had nothing to report.
County Fire Training Report – Sgt Blomstrom and FF Johnson reported the Firefighter I and II Fire Academy has been completed and every student passed the practical exam.  Written test results should be available within the next week and Jack Johnson will notify the students as well as the Chiefs.  There was an injury to a out-of-county student so there will be a change in the “application process”.  The financial report should be completed by the next Chiefs meeting for review.


Clan Lab:  A Clandestine Drug Lab class has been scheduled for September 25th, 2011 in Greenville from 1p-5p.

Company Officer I and II paperwork is being finalized for Montcalm or Lakeview depending on the number of students.  They will be using the Thompson Delmar text..  .

Fire Officer III: A class is tentative for 2012 at Montcalm Township.


LEPC – Chief Callison reports that he still hasn’t been notified or attended a meeting.

LPT – Chief Callison reported the last meeting was cancelled.  Tim Scott from MCCD sent out a letter covering the narrowbanding and network expansion.  The target date for Montcalm County for “changeover” is August 17, 2012.   

R.I.T./Survival – No Report.  Chief Callison and Chief Linton mentioned they both may have houses available for training

By-laws Committee – No Report

Election Committee – No Report

TAC – Secretary VanHolstyn mentioned severe weather notification at their last meeting.

Legislative Update: Sgt Blomstrom provided an update on the following issues:  

· House Bill 4293 Fireworks

· House Bill 4458 Fire Chiefs and Qualifications

· Senate Bill 212 Firefighter I and II in the schools

· MIOSHA Part 74 Duties of Employees

a. NFPA 1901

b. Ladder Placement

c. Aerial Apparatus

d. Next meeting June 21, 2011

· MFFTC

a. New Board setting 3 year priorities

b. Rules changes to Act 291

c. Next meeting June 7, 2011
Old Business

Identification Cards – Secretary VanHolstyn reports that there hasn’t been any advancement in this area.  He will be meeting with Jerry McCoy very soon to see what the status is of the computer issue that is holding the process up.

Secretary VanHolstyn explained the “badging process” for entering the building.

New Business

Resource Forms – Secretary VanHolstyn reminded the Chiefs to review their old Resource Form for accuracy and submit the changes as soon as possible on the new, revised form.

MSP Fire Investigation Unit – 10/1/2011 No more training money.

Upcoming Meetings/Events

Firemen’s Assoc Meeting – July 13th, 2011 – Amble FD


Fire Chief’s Meeting – August 3rd, 2011 – Public Safety Complex

Clandestine Drug Lab – September 25th, 2011 – Greenville

Round Table

Amble – Absent

Belvidere – Chief Rockafellow reported their new 2000 gallon Tanker is in service

Carson City – Absent

Crystal – Nothing

Day – Nothing

Greenville DPS – Nothing 

Home – Nothing

Howard City – Absent

Lakeview – Absent

.
Maple Valley – Absent

Montcalm  - Nothing

Richland – Chief Callison passed out an article about volunteering and retention.

Sheridan – Nothing

Stanton – Nothing

Adjournment 

Motion made by Assistant Chief Lingeman, 2nd by Chief Fitzpatrick, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 20:27 hours.
Respectfully Submitted,

Steven D VanHolstyn

Secretary
