Montcalm County Fire Chiefs Association

Chiefs Meeting Minutes

February 3rd, 2011

Call to Order at 19:02 hours

Pledge of Allegiance

Frank C Grannis funeral announcement

Roll Call

Amble

Day


Lakeview


Sheridan


Belvidere (19:38)
Greenville

Maple Valley

Stanton
Carson City
Home 

Montcalm



Crystal

Howard City

Richland




*Bold = Present


Guests:
Tim Scott, Director MCCD




Eric Smith, Deputy Director, MCES

Administrative

Approve Minutes from December 2010 meeting – Motion by Chief Knapp and 2nd by Chief Callison to approve minutes as recorded.  Motion carried.

Eric Smith from MCS spoke on the topic of the dead body removal.  MCES no longer provides dead body services as they have been awarded to Sparrow Hospital.  In light of that, there appeared to be a needed for a policy addressing the potential need for additional manpower at the scenes of these types of incidents which named the “local fire department” to be utilized for this need.  However, there was no input received/requested from the fire service.  Eric was asked to explain the procedure and the use of the fire departments (Memo is attached that Mr. Smith initially emailed).

The greatest concern among the Chiefs seems to be who is going to cover the expense of the response of the fire department to these incidents.  There was also a concern expressed on how the public may perceive if the fire department doesn’t respond to the call.  Additionally, there are seven (7) Medical Examiner Investigators (MEI) in the county.

Chief Kipp made a motion, 2nd by Chief Callison, to have a meeting amongst those involved (a representative from fire department, EMS, police, Sparrow Hospital, and a township official) to discuss a resolution to this matter. Motion carried

Mr. Smith will communicate with Sparrow Hospital and their MEI’s to inform their staff to wait until the fire department is physically needed to assist with the body removal.

Mr. Smith updated the group on the Montcalm County Technical Rescue Team (MCTRT).  He advised that there appears to be no general leadership of the group and the response roster they have is less than five (5).  He is asking for input from the fire service as to what to do with the TRT related to obtaining personnel, new leadership, response capabilities and utilizing fire personnel to make up the team for a better response and cross-section of personnel.   

The Chiefs will bring this program back to the fire departments to look for interested personnel that maybe interested in joining the technical rescue team.  Any questions or concerns should be directed to Eric Smith from MCES.  Sgt Blomstrom also mentioned that there is a huge time and even financial commitment as it relates to training.  Chief Callison mentioned that someone from a technical rescue team should speak at a Firemen’s Association meeting.  The interested personnel, if hired, would become a county employee in the Rescue Division.

Director Scott from Central Dispatch updated the group on the Outdoor Warning Siren (OWS) Project and distributed some documents relating to the funding obtained from Region 6 for the OWS Project (Documents attached).  The amount was $30,000 to upgrade current OWS.  Jeff Dupilka, from West Shore Fire, is the lead on the project from the manufacturing side.  Mr. Scott has agreed that he will commit additional funding from the 9-1-1 Surcharge to continue upgrading and possibly purchasing additional siren(s) for those communities that may not have one or need to be upgraded.

There was a decision that needed to be made as to how the “siren tones” would be grouped for activation.  One will be one (1) tone to activate all the sirens in the county at one time.  Motion by Chief Knapp, 2nd by Chief Kipp, to have Mr. Scott continue moving forward with the OWS project and if you are not interested in the project for your community, you will need to communicate that to Mr. Scott in writing.  Motion carried. 

Mr. Scott presented the Ice/Water Rescue Policy and there was no discussion.  The policy will be/has been implemented immediately.  

Committee Reports

EMAC/Emergency Management  - Sgt Blomstrom will be updating the Fire Department Annex to the Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) and he initially reports there shouldn’t be any big changes that will be needed.  He also mentioned there will be some reorganization of the Fire Services Officers for the EOC.  VanHolstyn will be moving to FSO-2 and Chief Linton to FSO-3. With a job position change, it is uncertain what Chief Brasington’s future will be with the EOC. There will be a training session for the Fire Services EOC staff on April 4th and 5th.in the EOC. Mr. McCoy is working on a large disaster to be held this summer and the venue appears to be in the Edmore area.  The EOC Staff was prepared to activate during the Blizzard of 2011 including the FSO’s, but no issues for the Fire Service were reported.

Firemen’s Association – Congratulations to Chief Knapp on being voted in as the President of the Fiemen’s Association.  There are hats and shirts available with the Firemen’s Association and Fire Academy Training logos through Nye Uniform in Grand Rapids.  They have all the artwork; you just have to call and place your order.

County Fire Training Report – Sgt Blomstrom reported eighteen (18) FFI and II students (4 from Ionia Academy that was canceled).  Bills for the FFI and II Academy will be coming out soon and should be around $400 per student. Please pay your bill as soon as possible so the Academy can pay their outstanding invoices too.  The Practical Final for the Academy is now scheduled for May 21st, hopefully in Trufant.  Any requests for Challengers are due the 1st of March and the cost should be around $100 per student.  

Company Officer classes are continuing at Montcalm Township Fire. 

Sgt Blomstrom received a letter making the propane training available to Montcalm County this year.  Montcalm Township and Home Township Fire Departments are willing to host the training.  

Anyone who needs First Responder Operations (HazMat-FRO), there are twelve (12) openings in the Fire Academy for April 23rd, 24th and 30th and you will need to buy the IFTSA Edition 5 or buy the separate book for FRO.  

The Training Committee is hosting the Clandestine Drug Lab Awareness class on June 1st from 1p-5p at Montcalm Community College.  Cost for the class will be around $15 per student.  

Chief Callison is asking the Training Committee to host some sort of Foam Class.  Sgt Blomstrom will check with Chief Moore for more information.  

Gratiot County gave their grant money to Montcalm County that paid for about 50% of the Company Officer classes, NIMS class and the FRO class.

Montcalm County Emergency Management is hosting an IS300 class February 16th -18th and an IS400 24th and 25th.  The cost is FREE with funding coming from Region 6 Homeland Security grant.

Sgt Blomstrom said there is still no word on the State to County funding fore fire department training, but the word is there will probably not be any funds.

Part 74 was reopened for review to update each item; line by line.  

LEPC – No Report, but Sgt Blomstrom reported their next meeting will be April 14th, 2011.  Chief Calison needs to contact Sgt Valentine or Pamela Boody for further.

LPT – Chief Calison reports there is still some narrowband money available for the Fire Service in the amount of $10,687.44.  Motion by Chief Knapp, 2nd by Chief Kipp, to divide the available money amongst the fourteen (14) fire departments equaling $763.38 per fire department. This money must be used for narrowband equipment ONLY.  The Firemen’s Association will pay/collect the difference for any overage inquired by the fire departments.  Chief Calison will forward the approved equipment and pricing to the Fire Chiefs.  Motion carried.  

Sgt Blomstrom advised Chief Calison that he needed to contact Dave Feldpausch in order to complete the PSIC 800 MHz funding project.  
R.I.T./Survival – No Report. 


By-laws Committee – No Report  

Election Committee – Elections were held for the positions of Vice President and Secretary.   Nominations received for Vice President were Chief Brasington, Chief Kain and Chief Dickinson of which Chief Dickinson was the only candidate to accept the nomination.  Running unopposed, he received eleven (11) votes and won.  The only nomination received for the Secretary position was for Firefighter VanHolstyn.  Running unopposed, he received eleven (11) votes and won.

TAC – Secretary VanHolstyn asked for a list of fire department contacts for the issuance of burning permits for 2011.  Central Dispatch receives many calls asking for burn permits and often are uncertain as to what numbers should be given out to the public.  The Chiefs in attendance provided a name(s) and number(s) for Central Dispatch to give to the public as to who to call for burn permits.  This list will be sent to Dispatch for reference.

Director Scott covered the remaining TAC topics during his presentation.

Old Business

Identification Cards – Secretary VanHolstyn met with Mr. McCoy and have developed an example of what the fire department identification card will/can look like.  He handed out a DRAFT of the card including what information would be available on it (Example attached).  There was a discussion on if there was any additional items the Chiefs wanted on the card and everyone was in favor of the DRAFT.  Secretary VanHolstyn will meet with Mr. McCoy, again, to make any final changes to the card. 

Meeting Location – The Medical First Responder class is nearly complete, so Secretary VanHolstyn will check on availability of the EOC for the April 6th Chiefs meeting and will update the Chiefs via email and pager announcement.

New Business

Mobile Command Post – Sgt Blomstrom/Chief Knapp reported that there is a “Trailer Committee” comprised of representatives of the five (5) disciplines who are apart of the Mobile Command Post.  Those include the Sheriffs Office, EMS, Central Dispatch, Emergency Management and Fire.  The Committee has decided that they need wheel chocks for the trailer to block the wheels when parked.  Other disciplines have made contributions through building projects, purchasing propane, etc and it was decided that the fire service needed to make their contribution.  Chief Knapp will ask the Firemen’s Association at their next meeting to fund the wheel chocks for the Command trailer.  This cost appears to be less than $100.

The Trailer Committee will meet again on March 18th.  Each discipline is required to conduct two (2) monthly inspections a year.  The Fire Services months are May and June and takes about an hour.  There are also rules for the use of the trailer including how to operate and request the trailer.  The current procedure is to contact Central Dispatch and they will make the proper notifications; usually a member of the Sheriffs Department Posse will bring the trailer to the scene.  

Upcoming Meetings/Events

Firemen’s Assoc Meeting – March 9th, 2011 – Sheridan FD


Fire Chief’s Meeting – April 6th, 2011 – Home Twp FD

Company Officer Prerequisites – Montcalm Twp FD



PICO – February 5-6



MCTO – March 12



STICO – March 25-26



ISO – April 9-10


Ed Meth – May 7-8

IS300 – February 16-18, 8a-5p, MMDHD (1) and MCSD (2) FREE


IS400 – February 24-25, 8a-5p, MCSD FREE
Round Table

Amble – Nothinjg

Belvidere – Nothing

Carson City – Chief Kipp announced that Duracell has a promotion for consumers to rebate batteries for a benefit to the fire department, but the fire department needs to register online on their website.

Crystal – Nothing

Day - Absent

Greenville DPS – Sgt Blomstrom reported that there are new legislative bills in process/discussion that will affect the fire service, but nothing has been passed yet. This includes the possibility of the elimination of MIOSHA.  If that’s the case, it will default to the federal standard. 

Home - Nothing

Howard City – Absent

Lakeview – Nothing

Maple Valley – Chief Kain advised that he visited the County website and states a lot of the information is incorrect including wrong Chiefs on the wrong department as well as personnel, phone numbers, burn permit information, etc.  Secretary VanHolstyn will contact the webmaster for the site and get “rights” again to maintain the site.  Chief Dickinson agreed to assist with this task. 

Montcalm  - Chief Dickinson asked if anyone was having issues with the “ballbearing” PASS devices.  He is working with MSA Representative Rick Hush in trying to resolve those issues and replacing them with the new electronic devices.

Richland – Chief Callison remind the group of the change beginning April 1st in the DNR burning restrictions.  He also handed out the publication from the DNR on this topic.  

Sheridan – Absent

Stanton – Nothing

Adjournment 

President Linton thanked the group for the efforts this evening in resolving some many issues and staying so late.

Motion made by Chief Kipp, 2nd by Chief Knapp, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 21:31 hours.
Respectfully Submitted,

Steven D VanHolstyn

Secretary

