Montcalm County Fire Chiefs Association

Chiefs Meeting Minutes

April 13th, 2011

Call to Order at 19:02 hours

Pledge of Allegiance

Roll Call

Amble

Day


Lakeview


Sheridan


Belvidere 
Greenville

Maple Valley


Stanton

Carson City
Home 

Montcalm



Crystal

Howard City

Richland




*Bold = Present


Guests:
Tim Scott, Director MCCD




Michael Wierenga, “Two the Rescue”


Officers:
President Linton (Absent), Vice President Dickinson (Present), Secretary VanHolstyn (Present), County Training Coordinator Blomstrom (Present)

Administrative

Approve Minutes from February 2011 meeting – Motion by Chief Callison and 2nd by Chief Kipp to approve minutes as recorded.  Motion carried.

Director Scott distributed a SOP for “Burn Ban” Notification.  The process will be to page out over the department pagers as well as a City Watch notification of a burn ban issued by the Department of Natural Resources. The City Watch will include the Chiefs only and it will be their responsibility to notify the rest of their departments.

He updated and thanked everyone for their response to the narrowband project.

The Outdoor Warning Siren project is still in progress and the grant money will not be available until June according to the fiduciary.  We are working with Jeff Dupilka from West Shore Fire, Inc on this project.

Michael Wierenga from Two the Rescue presented an overview on the first responder programs that his company provides.  Specifically, he spent time going over the Emotional Career Survival program.  He handed out a brochure to cover this and other training topics.

Committee Reports

EMAC/Emergency Management  - Sgt Blomstrom reports the next EMAC meeting is Thursday, April 14th.  The Fire Servicesw Annex was reviewed and the only changes that were made to the Annex were minor and mostly clerical and demographic corrections.

Firemen’s Association – Secretary VanHolstyn compiled and distributed a Master List of the 2011 Chiefs and Firefighters Association meeting dates and locations.  These will be posted on the county website soon.  He also distributed a copy of the March Firefighters Association meeting minutes.  The next meeting will be May 11th at Stanton Fire Department with the topic of “Foam” presented by Chief Gregg Moore.
County Fire Training Report – 

Fire Academy:  Everything is still set for the written and practical exam scheduled for Trufant on May 21, 2011.  If you have individuals available to proctor the exam, contact Jack Johnson at 616-835-1430.  Chiefs should be talking with their students about their midterms and any additional in-house practice that should be done before the final exam.

Company Officer I and II:  Montcalm Township is wrapping up the
prerequisites for CO I and II.  I am looking at which text to use for the
final 80 hour class.  At the present time, the class location is up in the
air - I am waiting to hear what Isabella County is doing in regards to
their CO I and II program.  If we can combine them to assist with
instructors and cost, then I will look at ways to do so.

Clan Lab:  I had scheduled a Clandestine Drug Lab class with the State,
but I need to find a new date for it.  Therefore, the date is TBA.  I
would like to run it on a Sunday afternoon sometime before summer.

Haz Mat Ops:  This class will be run April 23, 30, and May 1 - however,
Jack and I believe the class is full.  This is with 18 academy students, 8
from Lakeview, one from GDPS, one from Home Township, and some
out-of-county students.  If you have personnel that absolutely need it,
contact Jack Johnson.



Fire Officer III:  I have been receiving requests for another Fire Officer
III program and will look at one in January – April 2012.

New Instructor Status:  The State has come up with three levels of
instructors:  Associate Instructor, Instructor I, and Instructor II. 
Basically, Associate Instructors teach academies, Instructor I people can
teach other classes, and Instructor II criterias have not been developed
yet.  There is a pilot program scheduled for June; Jeremy Gallagher and I
have signed up for the program at this time.  We are waiting to hear if we
are accepted.  Once the program is rolled out and determined, our Academy staff will discuss who will be attending and what our future plans are.

MFFTC Appointment:  I was appointed by Governor Synder to the Michigan Fire Fighters Training Council.  There are 5 new members out of 7 individuals on the Council for the next three years and the first meeting is in April.

Part 74:  I missed the last Part 74 meeting, but my understanding is that
the board voted to change the language in regards to training requirements for firefighters and supervisors.  As soon as I see the language I will pass it along to everyone.  However, again, the whole document is being reviewed and I believe it will take a year or two before it is done.  At that point, it needs to be approved by different entities within state government....so anything proposed now wouldn't take effect (if passed) for a few years.

LEPC – The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, April 14th at1:00pm in the EOC during the EMAC meeting.

LPT – Chief Callison reports that Jerry McCoy has completed the necessary paperwork for the PSIC grant and the remaining narrowband funds.  Chief Callison distributed some paperwork and the finality is that all of the grant money has been “spent” or “allocated.”  He will be attending a meeting this week to discuss the plans for the narrow banding procedure for Montcalm County.

R.I.T./Survival – Assistant Chief Peterman stated they are always looking for a house/location for training.  Sgt Blomstrom informed the group that NFPA 1407 is the standard for RIT and it is very labor intense to complete the program.  Michigan State University is still the curriculum to follow.


By-laws Committee – No Report

Election Committee – No Report

TAC – Secretary VanHolstyn submitted the Burn Permit Contact List to Central Dispatch.  This list contained the names and numbers of whom the public needs to contact to receive a burn permit.

Director Scott is working on the Burn Ban Notification Policy and the procedure for how the Chiefs will be notified.  As discussed in the past, the utilization of City Watch and the normal fire department paging system will be the primary sources.  

Old Business

Identification Cards – Secretary VanHolstyn met again with Director McCoy and we are all quite disappointed in Richardson Business Machines.  Sue Gilbert (Sheriff’s Adm. Aide) sent the computer to Grand Rapids to have it “fixed” so the law enforcement IDs were secure, and after some weeks (3?  4?) she finally had her husband pick it up and it still was not done.  The story was they needed Greenville PS’s info on a thumb drive.  So, no progress yet, but it is something we are working on and will continue to work on all the way to resolution.

County Website – Secretary VanHolstyn reactivated his password and log in rights  to the county website after complaints that there was some inaccuracies on the Fire Service side of the website.  He has made some revisions and additions to, hopefully, have addressed those errors.  He will continue to work on the page, adding information as necessary.  If you have information, pictures, corrections, etc that you would like added or changed to your department’s page, please contact Secretary VanHolstyn.

Pre-hospital Body Removal – There was a report that the County Board of Commissioners (BOC) was not satisfied with the new services for body removal by Sparrow Hospital.  Secretary VanHolstyn met with Deputy Director Eric Smith from MCES and he spoke with Director Dave Feldpausch and this was found to be a rumor; there has been no discussion about a meeting or displeasure in the services or program.  

Mobile Command Post – At the last Firefighters Association meeting, Secretary VanHolstyn neglected to ask for a vote on the purchasing of wheel chocks for the Mobile Command Post.  After speaking with Chief Rockafellow, the wheel chocks have been obtained for the trailer.

New Business

Senate Bill 212:  Sgt Blomstrom stated that this Bill is to allow the instruction of high school aged students to be taught FFI and II in the school systems in Michigan.  The Bill was presented and discussed by   nothing has been approved; they are working on language.

Upcoming Meetings/Events

Firemen’s Assoc Meeting – May 11th, 2011 – Stanton FD


Fire Chief’s Meeting – June 1st, 2011 – Public Safety Complex

Company Officer Prerequisites – Montcalm Twp FD


Ed Meth – May 7-8
Round Table

Amble – Absent

Belvidere – Chief Rockafellow asked about the DNRE burn ban regulation.  Chief Callison stated it wasn’t passed and has been sent back for revisions.  So, there is no change as of yet.

Carson City – Chief Kipp asked when the narrow banding will take effect.  Chief Callison reminded the group of the FCC mandate of Dec 31st, 2012.  There is an upcoming county meeting to discuss how we will conduct the changeover to narrowband.

Crystal – Nothing

Day – Nothing

Greenville DPS – Director Stuck sent letters to area fire departments selling their breathing air compressor as they received a grant to replace theirs.  His board indicated they need a written bid from the any interested fire department that included a minimum bid of $1500.00.  Also, on April 30th, their city is holding a prescription drug collection program in conjunction with the DEA.

Home – Nothing

Howard City – Chief Heckman stated his department received a grant for grass rig and drop in unit.

Lakeview – Chief Carr was concerned whether GDPS had fire ground capability.  Sgt Blomstrom answered yes.  There was some concern after two (2) structure fires were occurring at the same time.

Maple Valley – Absent

Montcalm  - Nothing

Richland – Nothing

Sheridan – Nothing

Stanton – Nothing

Adjournment 

Motion made by Chief Kipp, 2nd by Chief Rockafellow, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 20:22 hours.
Respectfully Submitted,

Steven D VanHolstyn

Secretary
