Montcalm County Firefighters Association

May 11th, 2011

Stanton Community Fire Department

Call to Order: Call to Order 19:03 hours

Roll Call:  Pledge of Allegiance 
Present:  Amble, Belvidere, Crystal, Day, Greenville DPS, Home, Lakeview, Montcalm, Richland, Sheridan, Stanton 

Absent:  Carson City, Howard City, Maple Valley

Officers:  President Knapp (Present), Vice President VanHolstyn (Present), Sec./Tres. Johnson (Absent)

Reading of March 9th minutes:  Motion by Deputy Chief Irwin, seconded by Chief Brasington , to accept the minutes from March 9th meeting as written.  Motion carried.

Reading of Correspondence:  None

Report of Officers:
Sec./Tres.:  Report submitted by Sec/Tres Johnson.  Balance of $8889.77 in the General Fund.  We have outstanding bills owed to the Montcalm County Fire Academy Instructors.  Motion by Chief Brasington, seconded by Chief Rockafellow to accept the report as submitted.  Motion carried.

Vice President:  No Report

President:  Introduced himself to the general membership

Historian:  Absent

Training Committee Report:  Sgt. Blomstrom reported there will be a Company Officer class beginning in the Fall at Montcalm Twp FD.  He has also received requests to hold a Fire Officer III class in the Fall and Spring of 2011-2012.  

The State of Michigan funding is still up in the air, but it appears Montcalm County will get $2250.00 for training.

Any requests/ideas for county-wide training programs can be forwarded to Sgt. Blomstrom.

Old Business:

a. Shirts can be ordered from Nye Uniform

b. Association and Fire Academy hats are here; $15 each.  Email Sec. Johnson at engine3@chartermi.net if you want one.

c. If you want to be on the Association email list, please email Sec. Johnson at engine3@chartermi.net
DNRE Burn Law – The burning barrel law did not pass and was sent back to the lawmakers for revisions.

MEI – Vice President VanHolstyn met with Deputy Director of EMS Eric Smith and there haven’t been any revisions to the current dead body removal procedure.  Other than a few issues experienced by GDPS, there haven’t been any problems reported.  As to the rumor the Board of Commissioners were not happy with the management of the program by Sparrow Hospital; that was proven to be false.

ID Cards – Vice President VanHolstyn reported there has been no progress on the ID cards.  There is/was an issue with the computer programming from the vendor that hasn’t been resolved that we are aware of.  Additionally, with the recent death of Jerry McCoy’s wife, this issue remains temporarily unresolved.

New Business:

Technical Rescue Team – Vice President VanHolstyn made available an article that appeared in The Daily News on Tuesday, May 10th, 2011 pertaining to the county’s technical rescue team asking for fire department assistance in maintaining the team.  This item has already been placed on the Chiefs Agenda for their June 1st meeting.
Meeting Dates – Vice President VanHolstyn compiled a combined list of meeting dates for the Firefighters Association and Fire Chiefs Association that is now available.

The next Firefighters Association meeting will be Wednesday, July 13th, 2011 at 7:00pm at the Amble Fire Department.  Topic has yet to be determined.

Chief Gregg Moore reported that Hubbardston Fire is hosting a Hazardous Materials Operations class this Saturday (May 15th), Sunday (May 16th) and next Saturday (May 21st).

Adjourn

Motion to adjourn by Chief Brasington, supported by Chief Rockafellow.  Meeting adjourned at 19:19 hours.

Respectfully Submitted,

Steven D VanHolstyn

Vice President
