Planning Commission Meeting

1-13-2009

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm.

Members present included Jeff Smith, Chairman; Ray Lehrer, Dave Buckner, Kurt Barber and Chris Moran, Secretary. Also present were Dale Main, Zoning Administrator; Terry Peterman, Sidney Township Board President; Larry Ek, Sidney Township Board Member. One visitor was present, Mr. Todd Kimball.

Motion was made to approve the agenda; seconded then passed.

New Business: Due to the amount of time expected for the discussion of ‘Old Business’ and out of respect for Mr. Kimball’s time, the PC agreed to first hear a request from Mr. Kimball to allow an increase in outdoor storage of winterized boats at his place of business on Nevins Lake Rd. from 30 to 80 units. The original business permit allowed for a maximum of “30 boats until such time as an adequate sight barrier was permanently in place which met the Board’s specifications so the boats were not visible from the road.” Mr. Kimball expressed he had planted evergreen trees around the perimeter of the property the previous summer/fall, however nearly all the new plantings had died and needs to be replaced this spring.

It was decided that this request should follow the same procedures as the original request and require a new public hearing with consideration given to the neighbor and home owner immediately adjacent to the business property to voice their opinions and concerns, among those of other neighbors with vested interest in the area per the rules governing the public hearing. The $200.00 fee for the new hearing was waived since this would be a revisiting of the original hearing with that fee already having been paid.

Old Business of reviewing and rewriting the Planning Commission (PC) Bylaws as necessary. The following sections and sub-paragraphs and their amendments will be listed as follows:

Sec. 102 Membership of Planning Commission

A.    The Commission will consist of five (5) members.

D.      Each present member would be assigned a category of special concern and use to the township according to his own personal interest and/or expertise. The assignments are as follows:

Kurt Barber…………Transportation

Jeff Smith………….. Agriculture

Dave Buckner………Natural Resources

Ray Lehrer………….Recreation

Chris Moran, D.C…..Public Health 

Sec. 104 Members, Appointment and Terms

A.    (Month) to advertise for Commission members

B.    (Month) to review and consider applications/nominations

Note: PC appointed Ray Lehrer to research the month which will be the beginning of the fiscal year and the start of each 3-year term of the PC member (sec. 104 A-B).

Sec. 108 PC Member Compensation

        Ray Lehrer brought up his idea that compensation should be increased from $50.00 per meeting for the Chairman to $100.00 per meeting and increase from $25.00 to $50.00 per meeting for each of the other PC members. The purpose of this pay increase would serve to increase interest in membership within the community as well as to retain PC members. It was also discussed among the members that considering the present financial crisis facing the township, state and country at present, this increase in financial consideration would not be for the sitting committee members at this time. Lehrer has agreed to poll other rural township PC compensation for a better idea of what the average rate is around the state, and then this information will be presented to the full board for their consideration in the budget in the future.

Sec. 109 Meetings

A.    PC shall meet at least once per quarter unless the need presents for emergency meetings to take care of township PC business.

B.    (accepted as-is)

Sec. 110 Powers and Duties: Dave agreed to research Public Acts 33 and 110 re: PC powers and duties, then bring up for discussion at the next meeting.

Sec. 111 and 112: (accepted as-is)

New Business, continued. It was brought up that the MSU extension office have been researching wind power and the feasibility of wind-energy production in various areas in Michigan and has been offering 80-foot test-towers for a fee of $200.00 for a period of one year. 

PC questions for consideration at present would include the specific height of the towers, the set-back distances from roads and dwellings and guy-wire location and safety concerns for snowmobiles and other traffic.

Report from Zoning Administrator: Dale Main had no new business to report.

Report from Zoning Board of Appeals Chairman: Chris Moran had no activity to report.

Meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:40 pm. Next PC meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 10th, 2009 at 7:00 in the Sidney Township Hall.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Chris Moran, Secretary

