History of Montcalm County Challenge Food Drive

	1988
	Started by Larry Oyler, member of IUE Local 438 at R.J. Tower Corporation.

	1989
	R.J. Tower Corporation collected food.

	1990
	R.J. Tower Corporation collected food.

	1991
	Expanded to include the first “challenge”-Federal Mogul.  Total items collected were 11,082.  Challenge winner – R.J. Tower Corp.  The winning company received free donuts at the expense of the other company.

	1992
	Participants included R.J. Tower Corp., Federal Mogul Corp., and Printco Inc.  Total items collected were 15,743.  Challenge winner – Federal Mogul.  The challenge trophy was created by Federal Mogul and awarded to them.

	1993
	Participants grew to include R.J. Tower Corp., Federal Mogul Corp., Greenville Tool & Die, Printco Inc., and Greenville News.  Total items collected were 36,035; number of colleagues 1,415.  Challenge winner – Greenville Tool & Die.

	1994
	Participants included Tower Automotive, Federal Mogul Corp., Greenville Tool & Die, Printco, Greenville News, Greenville Wire, Kalfact and Northland Corp.  Total items collected were 62,618; number of colleagues 1,795.  Challenge winner – Federal Mogul.  

	1995
	Participants included Tower Automotive, Federal Mogul, Greenville Tool & Die, Printco, Greenville News, Greenville Wire, Kalfact, Northland Corp., Drake Products, and Citizen’s Choice Federal Credit Union.  Total items collected were 36,079; number of colleagues 1,934.  This was the first year of outside donations.  Contributors were Spartan Industrial, Greenville Sears Store, and Pain Management of West Michigan.  Amount of money donated was $825.00.  This was also the first year that monetary contribution was allowed by participating companies.  A limit of $100.00 per company was set with each $1.00 being worth 4 can items.  Total dollars donated by participating companies $762.00.  Challenge winner – Greenville Tool and Die.  

	1996
	Participants included Tower Automotive, Federal Mogul, Greenville Tool & Die, Printco, Greenville News, Greenville Wire, Kalfact, Greenville Wire, Northland Corp., Drake Products, Citizen’s Choice Federal Credit Union, Country Roads, Weisen EDM, Graphite Engineering, and United Memorial Hospital.  Total items collected were 32,779.  Total number of colleagues 2,326. The limit on dollar donations by participating companies was taken off.  Total dollars donated by participating companies was $4,484.98. Money was donated by Pain Centers, Inc., Trendwell Energy, Spartan Industrial, West Michigan Produce, and First American Home Care.  Greenville Area Chamber of Commerce put in a great effort to help promote challenge among area retailers.  A total of $5,500.00 was collected among contributors and participating companies.  Challenge winner – Greenville Tool and Die.

	1997
	Participants included Tower Automotive, Federal Mogul, Greenville Tool & Die, Printco, Greenville News, Greenville Wire, Northland Corp., Drake Products, Citizen’s Choice Federal Credit Union, Country Roads, Weisen EDM, Graphite Engineering, United Memorial Hospital, and Aggressive Tooling.  Total items collected were 33,446 with a total monetary donation of $6,567.49.  Challenge winner – Aggressive Tooling.

	1998
	Participants included Tower Automotive, Federal Mogul, Greenville Tool & Die, Stafford Communications Group, Drake Products, Graphite Engineering, United Memorial Hospital, Straits Steel & Wire, Treasure Chest, and Aggressive Tooling. Other contributors were Brad’s Cleaners, Citizen’s Choice Federal Credit Union, Country Roads, Daily News Craft Show, Island Ray’s Tanning, Randy Merren Auto, Montcalm Community College, First American Home Care, High Grade Materials, C-Tec Cable, & West Side Beer Distributing. Total items collected were 41,615 with a total monetary donation of $11,700.00.  Starting this year, some of the money raised was used to purchase personal hygiene items. Challenge winner – Aggressive Tooling.

	1999
	Participants included Tower Automotive, Federal Mogul, Greenville Tool & Die, Stafford Communications Group, Greenville Wire, Northland Corp., Drake Products, Weisen EDM, Graphite Engineering, Aggressive Tooling, Frigidaire, Sheridan VFW, Treasure Chest, and Old Kent Bank.  Other contributors were Village Market, Little Tommy’s, Sheridan Chemical Bank, Drake Service Plant, Daily News Craft Show, & West MI Distributing.  Total items collected were 33,436 with a total monetary donation of $12,072.34.  Challenge winner – Aggressive Tooling.

	2000
	Participating companies were Aggressive Tooling, Clarion, Graphite Engineering, Greenville Tool & Die, Greenville Wire, H & H Plumbing & Heating, Northland Corporation, Old Kent Bank, Sheridan VFW, Stafford Communication Group, Town & Country Animal Clinic, Tower Automotive, & Wolohan Lumber.  Other contributors were High Grade Materials, Chemical Bank, Village Market, the Daily News Craft Show, & West Michigan Beer Distributing. Total items collected were 7,266 with a total monetary donation of $8,163.24.  Challenge winner – Aggressive Tooling.

	2001
	Participants were Aggressive Tooling, Eight-Cap, Graphite Engineering, Greenville Tool & Die, Northland Corp, Parker-Hannifin Corp., Stafford Communications Group, and United Memorial Hospital.  Other contributors were Clarion, Daily News Craft Show, Hilltop Sports, Jorgensen’s Super Market, Meijer, Sav-A-Lot Food Stores, Tower Automotive, Village Market, and West MI Beer Distributing. Total items collected were approximately 18,000 items with a total monetary donation of $9,955.00.  Challenge winner – Eight-Cap (small company) & Greenville Tool & Die (large company)

	2002
	Aggressive Tooling, Boy Scout Troop 111, Eight-Cap, Exit Realty, & Greenville Chiropractic were the companies involved in this year’s Small Company Challenge.  The Large Companies involved were Greenville Tool & Die, Kelsey Memorial Hospital, Meijer, Northland Corp, Parker-Hannifin, Stafford Communications, Tower Automotive, & United Memorial Hospital.  Other contributors included the Daily News Craft Show, Vertis, 2 Anonymous Doctor Donations, McDonalds, M.P. Tanning, Blake Hollenbeck Auto, Graphite Engineering, Forton & Cafmeyer West Michigan Beer Distributing, and an anonymous CCFCU Deposit.  Total items collected were 18,335 with a cash donation of $8,328.42.  Challenge winner – Eight-Cap (small company) & Greenville Tool and Die (large company)

	2003
	Aggressive Tooling, EightCAP, Greenville Chiropractic, and Master Precision Molds were in the small company competition.  Greenville T & D, McDonald’s, Northland Corp., Stafford Comm. Group, and United Mem. Health Sys., were in the large company.  Other contributors were:  Arrow Swift Printing, Blake Hollenbeck Auto, Brad’s Cleaners, Carson City Village Market, CM Middle School, The Daily News Craft Show, Exit Carriage Realty, Nancy Forton CPA, Graphite Eng’g Sales, Greenville Area Chamber, Island Ray’s Tanning, McNinch Chiropractic, Millard’s Realty, Parker-Hannifin, Sheridan Village Market, Tower Automotive, and West Side Beer Distributing.  Total items collected were 34,551 with cash donations of $9,922.91.  Challenge winners were:  Master Precision Molds (small company), and Greenville Tool & Die (large company).

	2004
	Companies involved in the competition are as follows: Large company – Greenville Tool & Die, McDonald’s, Northland Corporation, Stafford Communications Group, Spectrum Health United Memorial, and Vertis.  Small company – Aggressive Tooling, EightCAP, Green Acres Retirement, and Master Precision Molds.  Other contributors and drop sites were Baldwin Heights Elementary, Blank Hollenbeck Auto, Brad’s Cleaners, Cedar Crest Elementary, The Daily News Craft Show, Exit Carriage Realty, Nancy Forton CPA, Great Lakes Food Pantries, Lincoln Heights Elementary, the Meijer’s Food Pantry Program, Walnut Hills Elementary, and West Side Beer Distribution.  Total items collected were 49,577 with cash donations totaling $8,622.04.  Challenge winners were: EightCAP (small company) and McDonald’s (large company).

	2005
	Aggressive Tooling, EightCAP, Greenville Area Chamber, Greenville Rotary Club, Master Precision Molds made up the small company division of the Challenge competition.  Greenville Tool & Die, McDonald’s, Northland Corp., Stafford Communications Group, Spectrum Health UMH & Kelsey, and Vertis made up the large company division.   EightCAP won the small company div. Competition while McDonald’s won the large company division.  Although there were a number of contributors, several making significant contributions were Greenville elementary schools (Cedar Crest, Baldwin Hts., Lincoln Hts.) more than 2,000 food items.   Meijer contributed more than 2800 items with their special Food Pantry promotions.   West Michigan Beer Distr. Donated $534.35 while the Central Michigan Sportsman Club raised $437.00 through their Texas Hold ‘em event.   In total, 34,466 food items and $14,917.82 additional money was raised by the drive.  In an effort to provide the most food items per dollar, participates are now pooling their monies together to make group buys.   This is proving to be significant. 


	2006
	Aggressive Tooling, Commercial Bank, EightCAP, Greenville Rotary Club, Montcalm Area ISD, Preferred Federal Credit, and United Way made up the small company division of the Challenge.   Commercial Bank won the small company competition.  It was good to have Federal Mogul back on board this year in the large company division.   Federal was joined by Greenville Tool & Die, McDonald’s, Northland Corp., Stafford Communications Group, Spectrum Health United Memorial, and Vertis.   McDonald’s again won this division generating the most food items per employee.  Meijer was again a major contributor conducting its own Montcalm Food Pantry program with more than 3,330 items and an additional donation in Meijer gift cards worth $5,000.00.  Collectively, all participants and contributors accumulated 51,557 food items and an additional $20,783.34 to be used for food purchases during the upcoming year.   Thanks again to Jim Cole with his help in the coordination of our group food purchases.   Thanks also to Superior Wire Products for the use of their facility in staging our final food drop off.

	2007
	The Drive reached new heights this year as it started out with 45,643 food items and an additional $34,229.85 for additional food purchases.   The items were distributed at the Food Drive Drop Off Day in December at Superior Wire Products while the additional monies were used for (3) major food purchases for the pantries during 2008.  A new partnership program was initiated this year through Michigan Sportsmen Against Hunger (MSAH).   The Food Drive along with QDMA, MMUSA, and Twin Ponds Sports Shop partnered with MSAH on a major venison donation project to the food pantries of Montcalm County.   This program generated more than 2,000 lbs. of processed and packaged ground venison for the pantries and the needy they serve.   Northland Corp. helped with the donation of a couple of freezers to pantries in need of them.

Commercial Bank won the small company division of the Challenge Competition while McDonald’s won the large company division.   Monetary donations to the Drive are growing as companies and donors see the value in being able to pool our monies, take advantage of special buys in bulk on food, and thanks to Jim Cole of Greats Lakes Food Pantries, make sure we are buying exactly what the pantries need. 


