  EUREKA CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD MINUTES

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2008
Supervisor Les Lillie called the Regular Meeting of the Eureka Charter Township Board to order on September 8, 2008, at 6:30 pm.  The meeting was held at the Flat River Community Library, Stafford Room, 200 W. Judd Street, Greenville, MI.  After the Pledge of Allegiance, roll call found the following Board Members present:  Supervisor Les Lillie, Clerk Linda Ruwersma, Treasurer Cindy Hanson, Trustees Laura Shears, Robert Mulholland, Brian Zayler, and Rod Roy. These minutes will not be approved until the October 13, 2008 Regular Board Meeting.  Approximately 14 others were in attendance. The meeting was audio taped. 
Mr. Mike Huckleberry was present stating he is running for State Representative for this district.  County Commissioner Tom Lindeman also gave a brief report.  Supervisor Lillie welcomed City Councilmember Jon Hoppough.

During the first Public Comment Mr. Robert Anderson from 342 S. Burgess lake Road had a complaint about receiving a letter stating he was in violation of a structure  constructed on his property three years ago.  Zoning administrator Tom Faussett took care of the problem.
Mr. Roy moved, with a second by Mr. Mulholland to approve the consent agenda.   
Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried.
In the consent agenda the Minutes from the August 11 Regular Board Meeting were approved. The Treasurer’s Report was approved as submitted, indicating an ending balance of $440,777.48 as of August 31, 2008.  The monthly bill list with check numbers 10553-10605 totaling $162,204.65 was also approved.  
Also in the consent agenda was the zoning report from Mr. Tom Faussett showing 120 hours for the month of August.  Ten (10) burning permits were issued for the month.  A fire report showed 6 fires for the month of July.  There was no sheriff report. The Transit report showed 149 rides for the month.  Three building permits were issued for the month of July at the County level.
Library representative Ann Roberts gave a brief update from the Flat River Community Library Meeting.  Penal fines for July were $38,953.00 bringing the total received for the year to $120,380.00.  The Strategic Program Planning is discussing the possible programs for the year with one possibility being researching family trees.
Mr. Roy moved, with a second by Mr. Mulholland to table the discussion of a phone service at the hall until more information is received concerning monthly billing costs.  Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried.
The next Montcalm Township Association Meeting/Dinner hosted by Evergreen and Crystal Townships will be held on Tuesday, September 16, 2008, at 7:00 pm, with Mike Blanding as the speaker.
Treasurer Hanson gave a report about the finances for funding the addition and suggested the money to finish the project be taken out of the fund balance.  This will be discussed next month after receiving a final cost from Mr. Dan Kent.

Mr. Roy moved, with a second by Mrs. Hanson to accept the suggested Planning Commission zoning recommendations with changes to Ordinance 79 Chapter 13 and Chapter 18 as follows:  

SECTION 13.4 GENERAL SIGN PROVISIONS

B. Signs, except for Type I home occupation signs, Type II home occupation signs in  non-Agricultural Districts, and billboards may be internally illuminated.  If externally illuminated, the source of the light shall be enclosed and directed to prevent the source of light from shining directly onto traffic or any Residential District or property. 
SECTION 13.8 ZONING DISTRICT SIGNS

The following signs are permitted within the Zoning Districts indicated:  

Permitted signs in AG, RR, SR, UR, WR, and MHP Districts
Home occupation Sign
Number:   One per lot

Size:  Type I and Type II:   Non-illuminated, 6 sq. ft. maximum per side

         Type II in AG only:  Illuminated, 8 sq. ft. maximum per side, 6 ft. maximum height

Location:  May not obstruct traffic and pedestrian visibility
Ground signs for non-residential use (i.e. subdivision signs)

SECTION 18.1 PURPOSE AND INTENT

A. The purpose of this Chapter is to provide minimum standards for individuals outside of an Industrial or Commercial Zoning District to enable them to conduct businesses from their residence providing that they do not interfere with the health, safety, and welfare of the community and their neighbors.  Eureka Charter Township recognizes the right of all residents and property owners to be free from actual or potential nuisances that may be caused by non-residential activities conducted outside of an Industrial or Commercial Zoning District.
B. The intent of this Chapter is to provide standards to ensure that home-based businesses are compatible with other permitted uses in that specified zone to maintain and preserve the residential character.
                                                                                  Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried. 
The discrepancies of the Eureka Township Ordinance for regulation of Junkyards will be discussed more next month.  Ordinance 22 dated December 14, 1979 and Ordinance 79 dated November 2005 seem to have contradicting statements.  Mr. Faussett gave the Board some proposed Ordinance language to combine the two Ordinances.

Mrs. Shears moved, with a second by Mr. Roy to accept Mark Eidelson’s master plan update for a cost not to exceed $16,500.00.  Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried. 

Assessor Linda Miller shared with the Board the 2008 Montcalm County Equalization Study for residential values in 2009.  The Board agreed for Assessor Miller to do what she can to lower the property taxes on any parcels.

Mr. Mulholland moved, with a second by Mrs. Shears to allow any Planning Commission Member and Mr. Tom Faussett to attend the Practical Application of Michigan’s Enabling Acts Workshop being held in October for $70.00 per member. Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried.  
Supervisor Lillie shared with the Board how Home & Building Association of Greater Grand Rapids is against the proposals to mandate fire sprinklers in all new housing.  They are encouraging townships to back them on this decision.
Dumpsters are scheduled to arrive on Friday for the September 13 Clean Up Day at the Hall and Trustees Rod Roy and Brian Zayler will be manning the operation.  Residents may bring their trash from 9am to 3pm.
The Township offices will be closed from September 16 through October 6 at 9am.  Mr. Dan Kent will finish the archive room for the storage of the office supplies during the closed period which will be until the hall is complete.  Anyone that is able to help with the move of office equipment can contact the Supervisor.
The proposed budget was handed out to the Board to review until next month when it will be discussed.  A Budget Public Hearing will be set at the November meeting.
Supervisor Lillie reported that the Transit has been reinstated on Saturdays with fares increased for all riders. He also reported that Walmart is redirecting the traffic flow for ‘right turn only’ into Walmart from M57 and also ‘right turn only’ going onto M57 from Walmart.  Left turns will be allowed at the traffic light.  

A letter of resignation from ZBA member Mr. Richard Pendrick was read effective immediately.  Mr. Jon Town has been appointed as the new ZBA alternate member.

Supervisor Lillie adjourned the meeting at approximately 7:57 pm.
Linda J. Ruwersma, CMC

Eureka Charter Township Clerk

September 15, 2008
