  EUREKA CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD MINUTES

MONDAY, AUGUST 11, 2008
Supervisor Les Lillie called the Regular Meeting of the Eureka Charter Township Board to order on August 11, 2008, at 6:30 pm.  The meeting was held at the Flat River Community Library, Stafford Room, 200 W. Judd Street, Greenville, MI.  After the Pledge of Allegiance, roll call found the following Board Members present:  Supervisor Les Lillie, Clerk Linda Ruwersma, Trustee Robert Mulholland, Brian Zayler, and Laura Shears.  Treasurer Cindy Hanson was absent.  Trustee Rod Roy was late.  Deputy Treasurer Harriet Lillie was present to sign checks.  These minutes will not be approved until the September 8, 2008 Regular Board Meeting.  Approximately 24 others were in attendance. The meeting was audio taped.  Trustee Rod Roy arrived just after roll call was taken at 6:32 pm.  
At the First Public Comment Randy Klepper asked about the sirens for the Township.  Supervisor Lillie explained that we are checking into a grant for the project.  
Mr. Mulholland moved, with a second by Mrs. Shears to approve the consent agenda.   Ayes: 6. Nays: 0. Motion carried.
In the consent agenda the Minutes from the July 14 Regular Board Meeting and July 14 Election Meeting were approved. The Treasurer’s Report was approved as submitted, indicating an ending balance of $546,619.86 as of July 31, 2008.  The monthly bill list with check numbers 10495-10552, voiding nine checks including 10495, 10503-10506, and 10510-10513, totaling $108,630.16 was also approved.  
Also in the consent agenda was the zoning report from Mr. Tom Faussett showing 105.5 hours for the month of July.  Twelve (12) burning permits were issued for the month with four (4) resolved complaints.  Two (2) ZBA requests were heard, one from Gloria McGahon-Lanstra and one from Tinney Automotive.
Deputies Kevin Germain and John Hannon were assigned to Eureka Township for the month of July.  The sheriff report showed a total of 3,534 patrol miles, with 270.5 patrol hours, 56 traffic stops, 28 traffic citations, 85 property inspections, and 11 arrests.  The Transit report showed 204 rides for the month.
Library representative Cindy Lillie gave a brief update from the Flat River Community Library Meeting.  Penal fines for June were $35,272.00 and the DSL line was installed July 11, 2008.  The garden club is tending the Nancy Kortes garden.  They also voted to accept upholstery bids for furniture damaged by the sun. 
The next Montcalm Township Association Meeting/Dinner hosted by Eureka and Sidney Townships will be held on Tuesday, August 19, 2008, at 7:00 pm, at the MCC Bea Doser Building.

A notice was put in the paper for sealed bids for the water tender owned by Eureka Township.  There was much discussion about the cost of scrap metal and whether to sell the truck or scrap it out at the last meeting. The tender has approximately 172,000 actual miles and is in good running condition.  The sealed bids were accepted until August 8, 2008.  A statement from Greenville Steel Sales was submitted noting they will pay $2,200.00 for the scrap metal of the truck.  Sealed bids came from the following: Jody Schottenfels for $2,000.00; Jacob Fruchey for $3,025.00; Klackle Orchards for $3,126.00; and the Road Commission for Montcalm County for $4,525.00. 
Mr. Mulholland moved, with a second by Mrs. Shears to accept the bid from RCMC for $4,525.00 for the retired water tender.  Ayes: 6. Nays: 0. Motion carried.
Mr. Mulholland moved, with a second by Mr. Roy to discuss the phone service for the hall next month.  Quotes from Control Communications for $3,126.00 and one from AT&T for $5,791.99 were given to the Board to review.  Ayes: 6. Nays: 0. Motion carried. 

The newest Planning Commission recommendations will be discussed next month.

Mr. Phillip Saurman from Hungerford, Aldrin, Nichols, & Carter, PC was present to discuss the 2007 Eureka Township audit with the Board.  The Township is basically doing very well with their general fund balance.  It was suggested to have internal control documented by persons performing operations. This should be adopted by the Board. 
Mr. Rob Christiansen from Christiansen Funeral Home & Cremation Center gave a presentation on his intended use of the seven acres known as the Purdy property.  He proposed a 15,000 square foot funeral home facility and garage with part of it being living space for him and his family.
Mr. Zayler moved, with a second by Mr. Roy to allow the City to approve a request to amend the Single and Two-Family Residential (R-2) to allow funeral homes as an allowed use concerning the Purdy/Kane Property, agreeing that this does not violate the spirit of the P.A. 108 Agreement made between the City and Township in the past.   Ayes: 6. Nays: 0. Motion carried. 

Mr. Mulholland moved, with a second by Mr. Roy to accept a bid from Dan Kent Construction to replace all side walks and for the grinding of the old foundation in three doorways at the Township Hall for a total of $2,350.00.  Ayes: 6. Nays: 0. Motion carried.  Supervisor Lillie stated that a report will be given next month on how much we have spent on the addition so far. 
County Commissioner Tom Lindeman reported that the ambulance rides for the County are up from previous months.  Mr. Don Smucker will be the guest speaker at the MTA meeting and will be promoting the GIS, an aerial photo system.
Mr. Roy moved, with a second by Mr. Mulholland to set the 2008 millage at 2.2933 mills, (.8073 for permanent operating, 1.0000 for police protection, and .4860 for roads) showing no change from the previous year.  No public hearing was required.   Ayes: 6. Nays: 0. Motion carried.
Trustee Shears stated she would not be able to work at the scheduled September 13 Clean Up Day at the Hall and Trustee Rod Roy volunteered to work with Brian Zayler in her place.
Zoning Administrator Tom Faussett reported that a 21-day temporary banner has been approved on the property of Eureka Township for Grattan Academy.  The Academy is still checking into a permanent sign.  During the Second Public Comment it was suggested that a joint sign be made for Eureka Township and Grattan Academy, which Mr. Faussett did not believe would be permitted.  A thank you note will be sent to Grattan Academy for the use of the building during the August 5 Primary election.
Supervisor Lillie reported that Eureka Township did get a check from the sale of the Rydahl property for back taxes owed to the Township with the amount not being disclosed.  The Greenville Transit has been suspended on Saturdays for both the City and Eureka Township.  He also stated that the road projects for the year are almost completed.  The Regular Board Meeting for September will be held at the Eureka Township Hall at the normal time of 7:00 pm.
Supervisor Lillie adjourned the meeting at approximately 7:38 pm.
Linda J. Ruwersma, CMC

Eureka Charter Township Clerk

August 18, 2008
