  EUREKA CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD MINUTES

MONDAY, JULY 14, 2008
Supervisor Les Lillie called the Regular Meeting of the Eureka Charter Township Board to order on July 14, 2008, at 6:30 pm.  Meeting was held at the Flat River Community Library, Stafford Room, 200 W. Judd Street, Greenville, MI.  After the Pledge of Allegiance, roll call found the following Board Members present:  Supervisor Les Lillie, Clerk Linda Ruwersma, Treasurer Cindy Hanson, Trustees Rodney Roy, Robert Mulholland, and Laura Shears.  Trustee Brian Zayler was absent.  These minutes will not be approved until the August 11, 2008 Regular Board Meeting.  Approximately 36 others were in attendance. The meeting was audio taped, but without the usual microphone which was not working properly at the time.
At the First Public Comment, Supervisor Lillie introduced Greenville Mayor Ken Snow.  Also, Mrs. Cindy Pettit introduced herself as a candidate running for State Representative in the upcoming election to be held August 5.  
Janet and Marvin Gentz were present to discuss the complaints made about their small business located at 6537 S. Greenville Road, building being owned by Laura Chapin. It seems they are in violation of selling used goods in a Commercial zone.  Mulholland raised the question of how the Goodwill Industries could be allowed to do the same.  Mr. Gentz is a veteran and showed his veteran license stating he can sell his wares anywhere in the State of Michigan.  Mr. Roy moved, with a second by Mr. Mulholland to allow Mr. and Mrs. Gentz to reopen their business within the confines of the existing building and have the Planning Commission investigate the veteran license along with the issue of a Special Use Permit for them.  Ayes: 6. Nays: 0. Motion carried.

County Commissioner Tom Lindeman gave a report about proposed fee increases for building permits for Montcalm County to help raise annual revenue and possibly reducing employees’ time in the building department.  He also briefly spoke about changes in recycling for Eureka Township which may begin in the near future.
Mr. Roy moved, with a second by Mrs. Shears to approve the consent agenda.   Ayes: 6. Nays: 0. Motion carried.
In the consent agenda the Minutes from the June 9 Regular Board Meeting were approved. The Treasurer’s Report was approved as submitted, indicating an ending balance of $556,643.91 as of June 30, 2008.  The monthly bill list with check numbers 10455-10494 totaling $87,371.69 was also approved.  
Also in the consent agenda was the zoning report from Mr. Tom Faussett showing 110 hours for the month.  The building report showed 2 permits issued in April, and 7 in the month of May. 
Deputies Kevin Germain and John Hannon were assigned to Eureka Township for the month of June.  The sheriff report showed a total of 3,234 patrol miles, with 240 patrol hours, 40 traffic stops, 16 traffic citations, 53 property inspections, and 8 arrests.  A fire report showed 5 calls for the month of June.  The Transit report showed 311 rides for May, and 266 rides for the month of June.
Library representative Cindy Lillie gave a brief update for the last two months of the Flat River Community Library.  They have voted to repair the leak in the roof under the supervision of Tom Faussett.  The DSL line is up and running and the library will be opening on Saturdays at 9:00 am soon.  Bids are still being sought for the installation of cement steps at the north end of the library.
The Burgess Lake Special Assessment Public Hearing was opened at 7:06 pm.  Supervisor Lillie explained how a committee was formed in 2005 at the request of the residents, for the possibility of installing a sewer system at the Burgess Lake area.  A feasibility study and water testing were done.  It was then that the residents decided that the sewer project was too expensive and decided they did not want one at Burgess Lake.  The reason for the Public Hearing is to approve the special assessment to allow Eureka Township to recoup its cost for the feasibility study and water tests.  The hearing was closed at 7:20 pm.
Mr. Mulholland moved, with a second by Mrs. Shears to approve a one-year special assessment for $13,979.64 for Burgess Lake’s 129 parcels, according to the presented roll with one correction.  Ayes: 6. Nays: 0. Motion carried.
Mr. Mulholland moved, with a second by Mr. Roy to put a notice in the paper for sealed bids for the water tender owned by Eureka Township.  There was much discussion about the cost of scrap metal and whether to sell the truck or scrap it out. The tender has approximately 177,000 actual miles and is in good running condition.  The sealed bids will be accepted until August 8, 2008, and will be opened at the August 11Board Meeting.  Ayes: 6.

Nays: 0. Motion carried.
The next Montcalm Township Association Meeting/Dinner hosted by Pine and Douglass Townships will be held on Tuesday, July 15, 2008, at 7:00.  The speaker will be our ambulance personnel giving information about the millage on the August 5 ballot.  Eureka and Sidney Townships will host the MTA Dinner/Meeting in August at MCC.
Mrs. Shears moved, with a second by Mr. Roy to approve a contract with EPS for the alarm system for the hall with a contract amount of $2,030.00.  Ayes: 6.   Nays: 0. Motion carried. 

Mrs. Shears moved, with a second by Mr. Mulholland to hire Gus’s Tree Service to remove three trees and trim branches in the Eureka Township Cemetery for $3,200.00.   Ayes: 6. Nays: 0. Motion carried. 

Mrs. Hanson moved, with a second by Mr. Mulholland to allow Mr. Les Lillie to abstain from voting on the additional costs for the Hall Addition reason being his son is one of the bidders.  Ayes: 5. Nays: 0. Motion carried. 

Mrs. Shears moved, with a second by Mr. Roy to approve $17,577.00 in additional costs to the Township Hall.  Original contract amount of $272,250.00 less brick deductions of $23,775.00 brings total to $248,475.00.  Other deductions of $10,800.00 concerning electrical, mechanical, doors, and carpet, plus the additional costs of $17,577.00 brings the new contract total to $255.252.00.  Ayes: 5. Nays: 0. Motion carried.
A quote of $59,700.00 was given from West Shore Services for the installation of three new outdoor warning sirens for Eureka Township.  Supervisor Lillie will check to see if a grant is available.
Phone services for the hall will be discussed next month.  The issue of permits for fireworks was discussed and Mr. Faussett will check into this to be ready for next June.

Mrs. Hanson moved, with a second by Mrs. Shears to set a moratorium on allowing above ground temporary pools through September 30, 2008, after which the Pool Ordinance will be revised.  Ayes: 6. Nays: 0. Motion carried. 

Mrs. Hanson moved, with a second by Mrs. Shears to clarify the May 8, 2006 Minutes to read $2,018.05 for the check to Burgess Lake Wastewater instead of $2,1018.05. Ayes: 6. Nays: 0. Motion carried.
Treasurer Hanson announced she will try to put the ordinances on the web this weekend.  Trustee Shears suggested she should have the secretary help with this.
The West Michigan Regional Planning Commission sent a letter asking for comments about the intended project for the City ‘truck route’.
The preliminary comments from the audit were handed out to be discussed by the Board in August.
Jeff Smith would like Eureka Township to conduct another census to see if the population has decreased or increased since 2000, because of his interest in obtaining a liquor license.
Supervisor Lillie adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:25 pm.
Linda J. Ruwersma, CMC

Eureka Charter Township Clerk

July 21, 2008
