  EUREKA CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD MINUTES

MONDAY, JUNE 9, 2008
Supervisor Les Lillie called the Regular Meeting of the Eureka Charter Township Board to order on June 9, 2008, at 6:30 pm.  Meeting was held at the Flat River Community Library, Stafford Room, 200 W. Judd Street, Greenville, MI.  After the Pledge of Allegiance, roll call found the following Board Members present:  Supervisor Les Lillie, Clerk Linda Ruwersma, Treasurer Cindy Hanson, Trustees Rodney Roy, Robert Mulholland, Brian Zayler, and Laura Shears.  These minutes will not be approved until the July 14, 2008 Regular Board Meeting.  Approximately 10 others were in attendance. The meeting was audio taped, but without the usual microphone which was not working properly at the time.
At the First Public Comment, Supervisor Lillie introduced Greenville Mayor Ken Snow.  Mr. Ronald L. Finegood introduced himself as a candidate for Circuit Court Judge representing Montcalm and Ionia Counties.  Mr. Tom Ginster also introduced himself as a candidate running for State Representative in the upcoming election to be held 

August 5.  Eureka Township resident, Linda Weger, voiced her concern about how her cable bill went up and wondered if the township gets any of the additional money.  She had questions about the formula for the Eureka Township portion of the money collected.  Zoning administrator, Tom Faussett, gave the Board paperwork with a permit for a fireworks display at Klackle Orchards.  He also gave a report about his investigation of the leaking roof at the Flat River Community Library.  Greenville Area Aviation Association is hosting the Young Eagles Aviation event at the Greenville Municipal Airport on June 21, 2008, from 9 am to noon.
Mr. Roy moved, with a second by Mr. Mulholland to approve the consent agenda.    Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried.
In the consent agenda the Minutes from the May 12 Regular Board Meeting were approved. The Treasurer’s Report was approved as submitted, indicating an ending balance of $614,280.15 as of May 31, 2008.  The monthly bill list with check numbers 10406-10454, omitting check 10426 totaling $68,261.60 was also approved.  
Also in the consent agenda was the zoning report from Mr. Tom Faussett showing 133 hours for the month.  There were no transit, sheriff, or building reports available. A fire report showed 5 calls for the month of May.
Mr. Mulholland moved, with a second by Mr. Zayler to table the alarm system for the Hall until January 1, 2009, allowing the Board to review the upcoming budget. Motion carried. 

Mr. Roy moved, with a second by Mr. Mulholland to approve tabling the new wording for Ordinance 18.3 until December when the new fee schedule is set.  Motion carried.
During the Flat River Library report, Representative Cindy Lillie reported that the penal fines for April were $33,563.08 and the Unique Management Collection Agency has recovered $17,172.00 to date for the library from overdue book fines.  The entry mat and chairs may need to be replaced and bids are being sought.  Mrs. Lillie did ask about Sunday hours at the previous meeting.  Mr. Tom Faussett gave a brief report about inspecting the library roof.
The next Montcalm Township Association Meeting/Dinner hosted by Belvidere and Cato Townships will be held on Tuesday, June 17, 2008, at 7:00.  The location and speaker were not available at this time.

Mr. Zayler moved, with a second by Mr. Roy to approve a temporary permit for a fireworks display by Melrose Pyrotechnics, Inc., to be held at Klackle Orchards, 11466 W. Carson City Road, July 5, 2008, at dusk.  Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried. 

Mr. Roy moved, with a second by Mr. Mulholland to approve to set a Public Hearing for July 14, concerning the Burgess Lake Special Assessment.  Letters of notification will be mailed to the appropriate residents.  Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried. 

Mrs. Hanson moved, with a second by Mr. Mulholland to adopt Chapter 18 Home-Based Business to Ordinance 79 as presented. (This will replace Chapter 3.18 Home Occupations in Ordinance 79.  The current Chapter 18 has been renamed Chapter 19 Administrations and Enforcement.) Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried. 

Mrs. Hanson moved, with a second by Mr. Roy to table discussing the postage meter until next month.
There was some discussion about internet service for the hall and which service to use.  More quotes will be brought back to the July meeting for further discussion.

Ordinance 79 is almost ready to be put on the Montcalm County Eureka Township Home web page.
Mr. Mulholland moved, with a second by Mr. Zayler to allow the Treasurer and secretary to switch working days.  Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried. The secretary will now work on Thursdays and the Treasurer will work on Fridays.
Mr. Zayler moved, with a second by Mrs. Shears to table the sale of the fire truck until next month.  Motion carried.  Mr. Lillie had received two bids for the truck, but it was suggested that the truck be parked out in front of the hall to see if anyone else is interested in its purchase.  It was also suggested that Eureka Township turn the truck in for scrap metal.
Mr. Roy moved, with a second by Mr. Mulholland for Eureka Township to send a letter of protest concerning the abandonment of the Mid Michigan rail line.  Motion carried. 
Master Gardener Jane Faussett gave a short presentation about what rain gardens are and how the Township could benefit from one.  She suggested we watch where the water runs off over the next year to determine the best location for the rain garden. Mrs. Faussett reported that a rain garden is very inexpensive to install and she would be happy to head up the project with a few volunteers.
Mr. Mulholland moved, with a second by Mr. Roy to amend Ordinance 79, Chapter 17.6 Minimum Standards for Private Roads with the following change to 17.6A3 adding the following words: “including the location of all public utilities, including, but not limited to, water, sewer, telephone, gas, electricity and television cable to be located within the private road easement or within 20 feet either side thereof.  Copies of the documents describing and granting such easements shall be submitted with the applications”, and also a change to 17.6D adding the words “and consistent with the standards of the Montcalm County Addressing Ordinance.  Street signs shall be installed in accordance with the standards and approval of the Montcalm County Addressing Ordinance.” Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried.

Mr. Roy moved, with a second by Mrs. Hanson to amend Ordinance 79, Section 3.13B Storage and Repair of Vehicles to add the following words “or on any Agricultural-zoned parcel of five acres or less,”.  Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried.

Deputy Kevin Germain reported he has been working on a few inspections with Tom Faussett trying to clean up the Township.  County Commissioner Tom Lindeman reported that aerial photos are available for purchase from Montcalm County.
Library Director Tara Conaway reported that the library millage is up for renewal in February 2010.  She explained that the Unique Management Collection Agency collects $8.95 for each account over $40.00 that they collect for over due fines. 
Treasurer Hanson reported that $54,378.48 will be collected in back taxes from the Rydahl Gravel Pit with the Bankruptcy Court Hearing being June 11.

After Mr. Lillie stated he was running for re-election as the Eureka Township Supervisor, he adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:54 pm.
Linda J. Ruwersma, CMC

Eureka Charter Township Clerk

June 18, 2008
