EUREKA CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD MINUTES

MONDAY, MARCH 12, 2007
Supervisor Les Lillie at the Eureka Township Hall, 9322 S. Greenville Road, Greenville, MI, called the Regular Meeting of the Eureka Charter Township Board to order on March 12, 2007, at 7:00 p.m.  After the Pledge of Allegiance, roll call found the following Board Members present:  Supervisor Les Lillie, Clerk Linda Ruwersma, Treasurer Cindy Hanson, Trustees Rodney Roy, Laura Shears, Amilio Kalmeta, and Robert Mulholland.   These minutes will not be approved until the April 9, 2007 Board Meeting. Approximately 10 others were in attendance.  

Supervisor Lillie introduced Mayor Ken Snow from the City of Greenville.

During the first Public Comment, Attorney Patrick M. Duff introduced himself and stated he was running for the position of 8th District Circuit Court Judge.  Ron High from the Burgess Lake area stated he did not feel everyone around Burgess Lake should have to pay for the sewer project.  Supervisor Lillie explained that a survey is being taken to see which residents are interested in having the sewer system around the lake.
The Regular Board Meeting Minutes from February 12, 2007, were approved with the following correction:  Supervisor Lillie misspoke himself in stating a tanker would cost between $150,000.00 and $175,000.00 instead of $100,000.00 and $125,000.00.  The Treasurer’s Report was approved as submitted, indicating an ending balance of $362,262.27 as of February 28, 2007.  An end of year investment report was also distributed.  

Mr. Roy moved, with a second by Mr. Kalmeta to pay the monthly bills with check numbers 9681-9733, totaling $32,291.88.  Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried.  

A Building report showed 78 hours for the Building Department, 118.5 hours for zoning and planning, and 76 hours for code enforcement by Mr. Gary Stump for the month of February. 
Deputy Kevin Germain and Deputy Stephanie Clark were assigned to Eureka Township for the month of February.  The sheriff report showed a total of 1,804 patrol miles, with 19 complaints, 12 traffic stops, 5 traffic citations, 56 property inspections, and 4 arrests.  A fire report and transit report were also given for the month of February.
There was no Flat River Library report, but Supervisor Lillie mentioned that the new automatic check out machine was in use.
During the Planning Commission report, Trustee Rod Roy and Zoning Administrator Gary Stump explained the wording for the proposed recommendations to Zoning Ordinance #47.
Mrs. Hanson moved, with a second by Mrs. Shears to approve an ordinance to amend Zoning Ordinance #47 with Ordinance #47-AA to read as follows:
     Amend Chapter 8, Commercial District, Section 8.3 (Chart), Item 23 to add:

          “Medical offices and outpatient clinics, emergency med centers” (this language    

          will include chiropractor clinics) as permitted uses (designated by the “P”) in the 

           RC, Rural Commercial District.                                             Motion carried.
Mrs. Hanson moved, with a second by Mrs. Shears to approve an ordinance to amend Zoning Ordinance #47 with Ordinance #47-BB to read as follows:

    1) Amend Chapter 8, Commercial District, Section 8.3 (Chart), to add:

            “Warehousing, light processing, repackaging and distribution not

             requiring city water or sewage facilities” as special uses (designated by the

             letter “S”) in the GC, General Commercial District.

     2) Amend Chapter 8, Commercial District, Section 8.3 (Chart), to add:

            “Outside storage businesses on a minimum of five-acre parcel” as special uses 
             (designated by the letter “S”) in the GC, General Commercial District.

                                                                                                          Motion carried.
Mrs. Hanson moved, with a second by Mrs. Shears to approve an ordinance to amend Zoning Ordinance #47 with Ordinance #47-CC to read as follows:

     Amend Chapter 11, Section 11.4R (Chart), Item 3 to add:
          “No part of the fence shall extend toward a road beyond the front wall of the

           main building.  The exterior of the fenced-in area shall be screened with grass

           and trees and/or shrubs to minimize the appearance of the installation.  Fencing

           shall be at least 25 feet from any other property line.”       Motion carried.
The next Montcalm Township Association Meeting/Dinner hosted by Home and Richland Townships will be held Tuesday, March 20, 2007, 7:00 pm.  Don Smucker will speak about the Citizen Planner Program.
Mr. Mulholland moved, with a second by Mrs. Shears to approve a resolution to update the current 1998 Investment Policy with a New Investment Policy.  Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried. 
Benefits for the secretary were discussed and it was decided by the Board to not give vacation or insurance benefits to the secretary at this time.

There was some more discussion about the BS&A Software for the Building Department.  Mr. Stump is still checking into this.

Mr. Mulholland moved, with a second by Mrs. Hanson to donate $500.00 to Annis Water Resources Institute out of GVSU for research and education to preserve freshwater resources.  Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried.

After much discussion about the township addition, Trustee Shears volunteered to contact Ann Fields about the plans concerning the construction of the building.  According to Attorney Palmer, the existing Township Hall can be used any way the Township decides as long as it still belongs to the Township. 

The sheriff contract between Eureka Township and Montcalm County releases the Township of any liability concerning a taser, whether the taser is owned by the County or Township.  The Board will discuss this next month.
Nothing was said at the second Public Comment.  Treasurer Hanson and Clerk Ruwersma will meet with auditors from Hungerford, Aldrin, Nichols, and Carter, PC on Monday March 19, 2007, at 9:00 am to discuss the 2006 Audit.  A list of Robert’s Rules of Order was given out to the Board prepared by Treasurer Hanson.
A corrected copy of the General Appropriations Act for 2007 was distributed to the Board.  The total parcel number for the 2006 tax roll was 2205 instead of the 2164 originally given to the Board to calculate wages for the assessor for 2007.  A correction to the payroll will begin in April for Assessor Miller.
An Election Meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 9, 2007, 6:45 pm for Rod Roy, Amilio Kalmeta, and Linda Ruwersma to appoint election inspectors for the May 8 School Election.
Mrs. Hanson moved, with a second by Mr. Roy to allow Mr. Stump to purchase a printer for up to $200.00 to use at the Hall.  Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried.

Literature given out to the Board included an Update on Homeland Security and General Information from the Road Commission.

Mr. Lillie adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:10 pm.
Linda J. Ruwersma, CMC
Eureka Charter Township Clerk

March 19, 2007
