EUREKA CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD MINUTES

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2007
Supervisor Les Lillie at the Eureka Township Hall, 9322 S. Greenville Road, Greenville, MI, called the Regular Meeting of the Eureka Charter Township Board to order on February 12, 2007, at 7:00 p.m.  After the Pledge of Allegiance, roll call found the following Board Members present:  Supervisor Les Lillie, Clerk Linda Ruwersma, Treasurer Cindy Hanson, Trustees Rodney Roy, Laura Shears, Amilio Kalmeta, and Robert Mulholland.   These minutes will not be approved until the March 12, 2007 Board Meeting.  Approximately 10 others were in attendance.  

During the first Public Comment, Dave Reister stated he was concerned about a taser for the deputy. This will be discussed later during the meeting.
The January 8 Regular Board Meeting Minutes and Special Minutes from January 31, 2007 were approved as written.  The Treasurer’s Report was approved as submitted, indicating an ending balance of $403,790.90 as of January 31, 2007.  Mr. Roy moved, with a second by Mrs. Hanson to pay the monthly bills with check numbers 9540-9680, totaling $81,023.66.  Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried.  

A Building report showed 66.5 hours for the Building Department, 105.25 hours for zoning and planning, and 117.5 hours for code enforcement by Mr. Gary Stump for the month of January. 
Deputy Kevin Germain and Deputy Stephanie Clark were assigned to Eureka Township for the month of January.  The sheriff report showed a total of 2,529 patrol miles, with 26 complaints, 21 traffic stops, 8 traffic citations, 57 property inspections, and 6 arrests.  Fire reports for November, December, and January were given.  A Transit report was also given showing 568 rides for Eureka Township.
Representative Ann Roberts gave the Flat River Library report.  She stated that they are checking with the City of Greenville about the paving of the alley and the situation of the power lines near the library.
During the Planning Commission report Trustee Rod Roy stated that the Planning Commission members are working on their own special committees concerning special projects in the township.  Also discussed were the Planning Commission’s recommendations on the new restrictions for body shop blight.  The proposed wording was sent back to the Planning Commission to clear up the issue about fencing extending in front of the building.  Duane Putnam shared with the Board a few things he learned at the MTA January Convention in Detroit.

The next Montcalm Township Association Meeting/Dinner hosted by Day and Ferris Townships will be held Tuesday, February 20, 2007, 7:00 pm.  Mr. Jeff Troyer, the new 911 Central Dispatch Director, will be the guest speaker.
Supervisor Lillie explained to the Board the need for a new fire truck and tanker.  It could possibly cost between $150.000.00 and $175,000.00 to purchase a new truck and used 3,000 to 4,000 gallon water tanker.  He will be checking into this.
Mr. Mulholland moved, with a second by Mr. Roy to approve a resolution to create a Slawson Lake Association. Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried.  A follow up letter will be sent confirming the approval of the resolution.
After much discussion it was decided that it would be better for Eureka Township to donate money to the Montcalm County Sheriff Department for a taser to be used only by deputies assigned to Eureka Township, than for the Township to purchase a taser and have the liability.  Supervisor Lillie will check into this and report back next month.  Benefits for the secretary were briefly discussed and Treasurer Hanson and Clerk Ruwersma will check with other townships about this matter.  The Cable Channel is up and running with the Township’s Regular meeting dates and times, office hours, and Planning Commission meeting dates and times posted.
Mr. Roy moved, with a second by Mr. Mulholland to purchase a BS&A Software package for building permit organization for up to $3,000.00.  This includes training for users.  Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried.

Supervisor Lillie explained to the Board that it is not possible to trade or sell the township property because it was given to the township by the family of Ann Fields and she would like it to stay in the hands of Eureka Township.  Trustee Laura Shears stated she would like to be on the future building committee.  Supervisor Lillie agreed to this.
At the second Public Comment, Dave Reister asked about the procedure for determining paving township roads.  Mr. Lillie explained that it is done by a traffic count study.
Mrs. Hanson moved, with a second by Mr. Roy to approve the General Appropriations Act for 2007.  Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried.

Recycling starts February 13, 2007, in Eureka Township at the Grattan Academy.
Treasurer Hanson and Clerk Ruwersma have completed the NIMS testing for township officials.  The spring clean up date is set for Saturday, May 12, 2007, at the Eureka Township Hall.  The receipt from Mr. Stump that was thought to be from a gasoline purchase was a receipt for stamps.  Mr. Lillie will be contacting Mr. Stump about working additional hours at the hall until all the boxes at the hall are taken care of and their contents properly filed.  Mr. Lillie adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:46 pm.
Linda J. Ruwersma, CMC

Eureka Charter Township Clerk
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