  EUREKA CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD MINUTES

MONDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2008
Supervisor Laura Shears, at the Eureka Township Hall, 9322 S. Greenville Road, Greenville, MI, called the Regular Meeting of the Eureka Charter Township Board to order on December 8, 2008, at 7:00 pm.  After the Pledge of Allegiance, roll call found the following Board Members present:  Supervisor Laura Shears, Clerk Linda Ruwersma, Treasurer Cindy Hanson, Trustees Rod Roy, Brian Zayler, Marty Posekany, and Elaine Pendrick. These minutes will not be approved until the January 12, 2009 Regular Board Meeting.  Approximately 17others were in attendance. The meeting was audio taped.
At the First Public Comment, Township resident Scott Luce expressed that he thought he should be exempt from paying the home business fee of $60.00 because 90% of his work is done outside of his residence.  Zoning Official Tom Faussett stated that as currently written, the Home Based Business Ordinance requires a permit for businesses outside of an Industrial or Commercial Zoning District if they use their home address as their business address, and file an IRS Schedule C, or other profit and loss statements and use their residence address as their business address.  Mr. Luce’s only recourse at this time would be to appeal to the Zoning Board of Appeals.  Mr. Faussett also stated that the fees for this permit would be taken up later in the meeting and would most likely be reduced. 
Mr. Roy moved, with a second by Mrs. Pendrick to approve the November 10, 2008 Board Minutes as written from the Consent Agenda. Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried.

Mrs. Pendrick moved, with a second by Mr. Posekany to accept the Treasurer’s Report as submitted with an ending balance of $402,670.99 as of November 30, 2008, and to pay the bills totaling $40,479.81 with checks numbering 10701 through 10764.  Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried.

Also in the consent agenda was the zoning report from Mr. Tom Faussett showing 93 hours for the month of November.  Deputies John Hannon and Michael Kotenko were assigned to Eureka Township for the month and the sheriff report showed a total of 3,003 patrol miles, with 272 patrol hours, 34 traffic stops, 13 traffic citations, 113 property inspections, and 3 arrests.  A fire report showed 3 calls for the month. The Greenville Transit report for November was included and there were 5 permits issued for Eureka Township by Montcalm County in October.  Library Representative Cindy Lillie gave a brief Flat River Library report.  She reported that their audit went well and the new shelves were installed.
Mr. Zayler moved, with a second by Mrs. Pendrick to approve an Ordinance amendment to allow churches in Commercial Districts through a special-use permit.  They would be allowed to operate in the Commercial Zone if renting the building for a three-year period without having to bring the site up to the commercial standards.  This way they have three years to decide if they want to stay or move to a new location.  Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried.

Mrs. Ruwersma moved, with a second by Mrs. Hanson to choose the following corners to be completed by the Remonumentation Program for 2009: 5J, 5K, 5L, 6J, 6K, and 7J.  Motion carried.
Mr. Zayler moved, with a second by Mr. Roy to approve to amend Zoning Ordinance 79, Chapter 3, and Section 3.8-A to add item 4 with the following wording: “Portable accessory structures measuring less than 200 square feet do not require issuance of a Zoning Permit.” Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried. 
The next Montcalm Township Association Meeting/Dinner hosted by the Road Commission of Montcalm County will be held on Tuesday, December 16, 2008, at 7:00 pm, at Maxfield’s Restaurant in Wyman.  The Road Commission will purchase the meal for all elected officials attending.  It was announced that Treasurer Hanson was elected as the new Vice-President of the Montcalm Township Association at their November Meeting.
Mr. Roy moved, with a second by Mr. Posekany to purchase one 3’ x 10’ floor mat for $110.00 and one 4’ x 6’ floor mat for $80.00, both without logos from Clothing Care Center in Ionia for the Township Hall. Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried.

Mr. Roy moved, with a second by Mrs. Pendrick to purchase a custom built server package for the computer system from SCS Computers in Greenville for $1,877.00 and check to see if they will give the Township 12 months of free technical support.  Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried.
Mrs. Pendrick moved, with a second by Mr. Roy to purchase four Mity-Lite 8’x 30” tables and two 30” x 5’ serpentine tables for a total of six tables for $1,567.00 including shipping. Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried.
A representative from Aflec (American Family Life Assurance Company) was present to explain its supplemental health insurance.  Mr. Posekany moved, with a second by Mr. Roy to allow the Aflac Insurance Group to stet up a group with the Township.  Motion carried.

After each item was discussed on the Fee Schedule for 2009, Mr. Roy moved, with a second by Mrs. Pendrick to adopt the 2009 Fee Schedule for Eureka Township. Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried.  In the fee schedule the change for home –base businesses were set at $30.00 for Type I and $60.00 for Type II, with renewals at $15.00 and $30.00 respectively.
Supervisor Shears explained to the Board that Fire Pros will be bringing fire extinguishers for the hall to use free of charge for one year and we will address the cost next year.

A list from Dan Kent of extra additions to his original contract and prices was submitted to the Board.  There were some concerns about paying double for some of the work on the list.  According to the sheet submitted, Dan agreed to have everything finished by December 19, 2008.  This will be discussed again next month.
Supervisor Shears shared her idea of having different committees for ordinances changes made up of a diverse group of registered voters in Eureka Township depending on the issue at hand.  There was much discussion about this with some statements made about the experience the Planning Commission already has on land use issues.  This will be discussed again next month.
The Township Planning Commission asked for the Township Board to try to get the County Building Department to issue Certificates of Occupancy when a project is completed and before people are allowed to move into their dwelling.  Currently, the Montcalm County Building Department does not issue C/O’s unless a bank requests it. County Commissioner Tom Lindeman stated that he would work with the County to try and set up the ability for the Township to have its residence obtain C/O’s when construction projects are complete.
Zoning Administrator Tom Faussett stated that the current addendum to Ordinance #25, Outdoor and Open Burning Ordinance, had some conflicts that required a re-write of the addendum.  He stated that the addendum as published requires a permit for burning of leaves, but the December 10 2007 Board Minutes reflected that the Board approved not requiring a permit for burning of leaves.  Mr. Faussett asked which way the Board would like the revised addendum written.  At this time Mrs. Pendrick moved, with a second by Mr. Posekany to approve the requirement of a permit to burn leaves as stated in the Addendum to Ordinance #25, even though it was voted on at the December 10, 2007 Board Meeting to delete “burning leaves” from the Ordinance.   Ayes: 5. Nays: 2, Ruwersma and Shears. Motion carried.
During the second Public Comment, Commissioner Lindeman stated that he heard the landfill in Pierson will take leaves at a charge.  He also reported that the Transit issue could be brought to a vote as a millage proposal in the near future.

The Board approved the following for the Fiscal Year 2009: 
Banks-Fifth Third Bank, Huntington Bank, Isabella Bank & Trust, and Chemical Bank Montcalm 

Meeting dates, time, and place- The second Monday of each month, 7:00 pm, at the Eureka Township Hall, 9322 S. Greenville Road

Maintenance-Linda Ruwersma to clean the Township Hall with each being responsible for their own office and she will clean the remaining part of the Hall, First Choice Lawn Care for snow removal, and Jon Kooi for lawn care at the Eureka Township Cemetery and at the Hall
Audit- HANC to conduct the 2008 audit
The General Appropriations Act and attorneys for the Township for 2009 will be discussed next month.  Yearly Profit and Loss Statements for 2007 and 2008 were distributed.
Treasurer Hanson suggested we create a rental policy and form a committee for rental of the Township Hall.  She also stated there was money in the Fire Sinking Fund and she would like to see the money invested in dry hydrants for the Township.

Tim Rozelle from Security Benefit was present to discuss the 457 Plan with members of the Board.  Anyone interested was asked to make an appointment with him.
It was decided by the Board that the fee for a ZBA request would not be reimbursable even when a variance is not granted or resolved.  Mark Peterson asked for a reimbursement for this very thing and will be denied.
Newly elected Trustee Elaine Pendrick is interested in creating a flag for the Township.

It was also suggested that we get the remainder of the Township’s belongings out of the storage unit at Brad’s Cleaners before the end of the year.

Supervisor Shears adjourned the meeting at approximately 10:10 pm.
Linda J. Ruwersma, CMC

Eureka Charter Township Clerk

December 15, 2008
