  EUREKA CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD MINUTES

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2007
Supervisor Les Lillie at the Eureka Township Hall, 9322 S. Greenville Road, Greenville, MI, called the Regular Meeting of the Eureka Charter Township Board to order on November 12, 2007, at 7:00 pm.  After the Pledge of Allegiance, roll call found the following Board Members present:  Supervisor Les Lillie, Clerk Linda Ruwersma, Trustees Rodney Roy, Robert Mulholland, and Laura Shears.  Treasurer Cindy Hanson and Trustee Amilio Kalmeta were late, arriving at 7:04 pm and 7:16 pm respectively.  These minutes will not be approved until the December 10, 2007 Board Meeting. Approximately 13 others were in attendance including reporters from The Daily News and The Grand Rapids Press. The meeting was audio taped.
At the first Public Comment several residents were present to voice their concern about a recent letter they received from Eureka Township Zoning Administrator, Thomas Faussett, stating those operating a business from their residence need a Home Occupation Permit. Mr. Scott Luce strongly contested this stating there are many who run a business from their home that will never be known and will not have to pay the $60.00 permit fee.  Throughout the discussion there was talk of complaining to the ZBA and/or Planning Commission about the Township Ordinance 79, Section 3.18 Home Business and how it can be revised or omitted.  The issue was left pending and will be brought up at a Planning Commission Meeting in the near future.
During the Public Comment, which lasted until approximately 7:35 pm, Treasurer Hanson arrived at 7:04 pm and Trustee Amilio Kalmeta arrived at 7:16 pm.

The Regular Board Meeting Minutes from October 8, 2007, were approved as written. The Treasurer’s Report was approved as submitted, indicating an ending balance of $436,057.98 as of October 31, 2007.
Mr. Roy moved, with a second by Mrs. Shears to pay the monthly bills with check numbers 10073-10122, totaling $29,107.46, omitting check number 10113.  Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried.  
There was no Building Report from the County.  Deputies Kevin Germain, Stephanie Clark and Sgt. Mark Bellinger were assigned to Eureka Township for the month of October.  The sheriff report showed a total of 2,809 patrol miles, with 236 patrol hours, 34 traffic stops, 13 traffic citations, 63 property inspections, and 3 arrests.  A fire report showed 3 calls for the month of October.  

During the Flat River Library report, Representative Cindy Lillie reported that the penal fines for August were $34,635.95.  She also reported that the library has purchased a huge scanner to scan documents from the historical room and they are finishing up with policy making. Supervisor Lillie asked for an updated Library Committee list and Trustee Mulholland asked again about the Flat River Library being open on Sundays. The Transit report for October showed 651 rides into Eureka Township.
Mr. Tom Faussett gave a Zoning Department Report stating that he completed and approved 8 zoning permits and dealt with 2 complaints for the month of October with one resolved and one left outstanding.
During the Planning Commission report, Trustee Rod Roy explained to the Board about the recommendations from the Planning Commission concerning rezoning and changes to the Ordinance Book.
Mr. Mulholland moved, with a second by Mrs. Hanson to Rezone Green Acres Retirement Living request for a change from SR to UR property that is along N. Youngman Road between 7735 and 7737 parcels. Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried.

Mr. Mulholland moved, with a second by Mr. Roy to have the addition of footnote to Ordinance 79 in Chapter 6, Section 6.5 Agricultural District Standard and in Chapter 7, Section 7.2 Schedule of Residential District Standards to read as follows:  Lots meeting requirements for minimal lot area and minimum lot width prior to the Schedule of Standards established in November of 2005 shall be grandfathered as long as they meet all other requirements.  Ayes: 6. Nays: 1, Ruwersma. Motion carried.

Mrs. Hanson moved, with a second by Mr. Mulholland to rescind Zoning Ordinance #47.     Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried.
Mrs. Shears moved, with a second by Mr. Kalmeta to adopt Ordinance #79 as the new Zoning Ordinance for Eureka Township.  Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried.
The next Montcalm Township Association Meeting/Dinner hosted by Montcalm and Fairplain Townships will be held on Tuesday, November 20, 2007, at 7:00 pm. The speaker will be from the Health Department and the election of officers will be held that evening.

At approximately 8:09 pm Supervisor Lillie opened the Budget Public Hearing.  Mr. Lillie explained each line item and stated that Eureka Township will no longer be contributing to the Greenville Transit System. After more discussion the Hearing was closed at 8:33 pm.  

Mr. Mulholland moved with a second by Mr. Roy to approve the Proposed Budget as Presented.  Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried.  

Mrs. Shears moved, with a second by Mrs. Hanson to accept the changes for amending the Fire Prevention (Outdoor Burning) Ordinance and schedule a Public Hearing for December 10, 2007, to adopt the Amendment for Ordinance #25 Fire Prevention.  Motion carried.
The existing Ordinance No. 25 Burning Ordinance for Eureka Township was distributed to the Board.  A proposed amendment to this ordinance was given out last month and the Board will visit this issue again next month.

A recess was taken by the Board from 8:59 pm until 9:04 pm.

Supervisor Lillie distributed four quotes from different companies for an alarm system for the Eureka Township Hall.  The quotes will be discussed again next month, but it was decided by the Board to wait until the addition is done to install a security system.

Mrs. Shears moved, with a second by Mr. Kalmeta to pass a resolution for ‘no dumping on Township Property’ which will be adopted November 12, 2007, and will prohibit anyone from dumping on Township Property. Motion carried.
Mrs. Hanson moved, with a second by Mr. Mulholland to choose Scheme D with changes for the addition to the Eureka Township Hall from Andrus Architecture.  Motion carried.
Mr. Roy moved, with a second by Mr. Mulholland to contract with the RCMC for the following: Three applications of chloride on local roads at a rate of 1,650 gallons per mile on 22.06 miles @ $.145 per gallon, totaling $15,834.00.  Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried.
Nothing was brought up during the second Public Comment.
An example of a consent agenda was given out to the Board and suggestions were made for the future.  A profit and loss for November was distributed.  A thank you note was received from Ann Fields thanking the Board for its service to her over the past years. 
A request was granted for resident Sally Norton to use the township hall for a Thanksgiving celebration on Saturday, November 24, 2007, at 11:00 am.
Supervisor Lillie accepted a bid from Gus’s Tree Service on October 22, 2007, to remove one tree and stump and to trim trees in Eureka Township Cemetery for $1,500.00. 
Mr. Lillie adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:59 pm.
Linda J. Ruwersma, CMC

Eureka Charter Township Clerk

November 19, 2007
