  EUREKA CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD MINUTES

MONDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2008
Supervisor Les Lillie at the Eureka Township Hall, 9322 S. Greenville Road, Greenville, MI, called the Regular Meeting of the Eureka Charter Township Board to order on October 13, 2008, at 7:03 pm.  After the Pledge of Allegiance, roll call found the following Board Members present:  Supervisor Les Lillie, Clerk Linda Ruwersma, Treasurer Cindy Hanson, Trustees Rodney Roy, Robert Mulholland, Brian Zayler, and Laura Shears. These minutes will not be approved until the November 10, 2008 Regular Board Meeting.  Approximately 15 others were in attendance. The meeting was audio taped.
At the First Public Comment, Supervisor Lillie introduced Deputy John Hannon.  Tom Lindeman gave the Board a brief update on the recent explosion in the township.  Arrival time for the ambulance to the scene was 14 minutes.  He noted that the ambulance system is still having trouble with a few of those who do not have their address changed over to the new numbering system.
Louie Mogdis, pastor of Seeds Community Church, was present and stated he was recently informed that his home base church, at 6507 S. Greenville Road, is in violation of operating without a special use permit in a zone not allowing churches in General Commercial.  He asked the Board for a 30-day extension to operate his church in the General Commercial District. There was also some discussion of the State’s regulations for churches to be a certain distance from businesses that sell liquor and the building is very close to the BP Gas Station which does sell alcohol.
Mr. Mulholland moved with a second by Mr. Roy to approve the September 8 Minutes as presented.  Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried.
Mr. Roy moved, with a second by Mr. Mulholland to approve the Special Meeting Minutes from September 25, 2008, as written. Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried. 
Mr. Roy moved, with a second by Mr. Mulholland to approve the Treasurer’s Reports as submitted, indicating an ending balance of $529,454.00 as of August 31, 2008, and $419,070.67 as of September 30, 2008, with a date correction.  Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried. 

Mr. Roy moved, with a second by Mr. Mulholland to approve the monthly bill list with check numbering 10606-10655, totaling $37,627.12.  Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried.
Also distributed was the zoning report from Mr. Tom Faussett showing 105.5 hours for the month of September.  Deputy John Hannon was assigned to Eureka Township for the month and the sheriff report showed a total of 3,392 patrol miles, with 280.5 patrol hours, 57 traffic stops, 20 traffic citations, 69 property inspections, and 6 arrests.  A fire report showed 5 calls for the month.  
During the Flat River Library report, Representative Cindy Lillie reported that Mr. Tom Faussett took care of having the roof fixed at the library.  They are still looking for 70 high quality chairs to replace their present ten-year-old chairs with sun damage.  One Book/One County is done for this year and the Friends Book Sale is scheduled for November 7, 8, 2008, in the Stafford Room at the Flat River Library.
The Greenville Transit showed 265 rides for Eureka Township in September.

The next Montcalm Township Association Meeting/Dinner hosted by Bushnell and Bloomer Townships will be held on Tuesday, October 21, 2008, at 7:00 pm in Greenville, with Judy Emmons as the guest speaker.

Supervisor Lillie introduced Councilperson Mark Lehman from the City of Greenville and thanked him for coming.

Mr. Roy moved, with a second by Mrs. Hanson to continue service with AT&T, upgrade the system by adding another two lines and revisit this at the February 9, 2009 meeting, keeping track of the bills until then.  Ayes: 6. Nays: 1, Shears. Motion carried. 

Mrs. Hanson moved, with a second by Mr. Roy to accept Larry Cone’s offer with Control Communications to install the new high-tech system with two additional lines at no charge, to be hooked up at any time in the future.  This would increase the line usage from six lines to eight lines.  Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried.
Supervisor Lillie reviewed the Proposed 2009 Budget with the Board.  Each line item was read.  After some discussion a few changes were made.

Mr. Zayler moved, with a second by Mrs. Shears to approve keeping Secretary Deb Carnahan’s hours the same for 2009 as they were for 2008.  Ayes: 5. Nays: 2, Lillie and Hanson.  Motion carried. 

Mrs. Hanson moved, with a second by Mr. Roy to have Clerk Ruwersma abstain from voting on a raise for the Clerk for the 2009 fiscal year. Ayes: 6. Nays: 0. Abstain: 1, Ruwersma.  Motion carried.
Mr. Mulholland moved, with a second by Mr. Roy to approve raising the Clerk’s salary from $14,000.00 to $15,000.00 for the 2009 fiscal year with the Clerk coming to the Hall for an additional 4 hour shift. Ayes: 6. Nays: 0. Motion carried.
Mrs. Hanson moved, with a second by Mr. Roy to approve a Budget Public Hearing during the November 10, 2008 Board Meeting to entertain public comment concerning the Proposed 2009 Budget that was previously discussed.  Budgets will be available for viewing on November 3, 2008.  Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried.

During the Planning Commission Recommendations, Louie Mogdis, pastor of Seeds Community Church, asked the Board for a 30-day extension to operate his church in a General Commercial District, located at 6507 S. Greenville Road.  At this time the ordinance does not allow this.  The Board suggested that the Planning Commission hold a Public Hearing to discuss allowing churches in, not all commercial zones, but in General Commercial Zones only.  They will also check into the rules of alcohol sales near churches.
Mr. Mulholland moved, with a second by Mr. Roy to recommend the Planning Commission hold a Public Hearing in November to discuss allowing churches in General Commercial Zones. Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried.

Mr. Roy moved, with a second by Mrs. Shears to approve the purchase of a computer for the Treasurer to come out of the 2008 computer budget and not to exceed $900.00. 
Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried.
The Remonumentation Program was briefly discussed and Clerk Ruwersma will contact Tracy Pritchard to see if she can be present next month to discuss a donation and suggestions on corners for next year.

During the second Public Comment, Cindy Lillie commented to the Board how busy she was answering the telephone during the closing of the Hall.  The Board thanked her for answering the calls transferred to the Supervisor’s home during the time of the Hall remodeling.
Clerk Ruwersma distributed a Profit and Loss statement to the Board and announced that the Public Test for the November 4, 2008 Election will be held October 20, 2008 at the Eureka Township Hall.  She also gave out packets to those interested in attending the 2009 MTA Educational Conference at Detroit in January.
Mr. Mulholland moved, with a second by Mr. Roy to join the West Michigan Strategic Alliance for $50.00 for a trial period of one year.  With the membership the Township will have access to current, accurate regional and county level data and more.  Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried.

There was a good turn out for the Township Cleanup Day despite the rain.  Trustee Zayler and Supervisor Lillie will be meeting Wednesday, October 22, with RCMC to discuss road projects for 2009.

Mr. Roy moved, with a second by Mrs. Ruwersma to contract with RCMC for line painting on several township roads completed this year not to exceed $3, 000.00.  

Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried.

Mr. Lillie adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:07 pm.
Linda J. Ruwersma, CMC

Eureka Charter Township Clerk

October 21, 2008
