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Everyone ready for summer!!! Spring is upon us once again, and many around the lake are 
gearing up for another beautiful season. It is time once again to go over the summer topics like 
boat safety, swimmers itch, and weed control. We had a great summer last year and we hope to 
have a safe and enjoyable season for everyone again this year. The Swans and Loons are back to 
watch as one by one docks and pontoons return to their places.  
 
Boating safely on Lake Montcalm is a priority for us every year. It is vital for all our lake 

residents to remember to follow the proper boating laws as well as operating with 
common sense. Another vital key to everyone’s safety is passing on the 
traffic laws of the lake to friend and relatives as they visit. Our lake does 
not get much traffic from boaters who don’t know anyone on the lake, and 

many of our close calls from last season were from our visitors that did not 
know how to navigate through our channel and shallow areas. PLEASE, PLEASE remember to 
have a quick conversation with friends that wish to operate a boat/jet ski on our lake, before they 
head out to the open water.  
 Similar to last year, the buoys will mark shallows around the lake as well as provide a 
barrier to the extreme shallows in the middle of the channel area. We are experimenting with 
transplanting some aquatic plants to the middle again this year in hopes of being able to not place 
buoys there. However, until we can keep Jet Ski’s from zipping through the middle of it, nothing 
will take root. For those that have been around awhile, the buoyed area in the narrows was once 
covered with Bull Rush (green reed like plants) as a natural barrier for the shallow waters.  
 The Sherriff Department Marine Division will supply anyone with a boating laws 
handbook if asked. Please try to keep a copy of this publication at your home or cottage as it can 
be a helpful resource to friends and neighbors that have not been on the water in some time. If 
you have internet capabilities, the same information can be optioned online. Feel free to follow 
the link on our website: www.LakeMontcalm.com 
 
Every year I get a couple of questions about swimmers itch. Our lake seems  
to be somewhat lucky in the fact that we do not have many long shallow 
areas in front of residents. However, there are a few. Some key things to 
remember about swimmers itch is that it is a parasite. Therefore, if you have 
birds/ducks/geese/swans/snails/etc in your beach area, you have a chance to 
contract swimmers itch. To help avoid problems swim in deeper water if possible (usually not
possible with small children) and towel dry immediately after exiting the water. The parasite can 
not survive with a human host. If you see signs of swimmers itch parasites like itchy/burning skin 
or a red rash like area there are a number of solutions that can help. Bathing in Epsom salts, 
applying a cool compress to the area, or slathering a baking soda paste to the affected areas can 
all relieve some of the discomfort. Anti-itch lotions can also help as you do no want to scratch the 
infected areas as to cause an infection. It is not usually needed but if problems persist you should 
consult a physician. This information was obtained from the CDC and for more information 
please visit:  http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dpd/parasites/cercarialdermatitis/swimmers_itch_factsheet.pdf 



Our weed control program is in the last year of its cycle. We will be working to produce another 
5 year plan that will start in 2011. Many have feared that this means we start over, but rest 
assured, it does not. We will be working with Progressive A.E. the company that put together our 
initial program to craft a direction for our continuation. The Lake Improvement Board is required 
under the Public Act that governs it to retain the services of an engineer to create the plan. We 
will have a meeting at the Douglass Township Hall, similar to the one we had 5 years ago, where 
lake residents will be presented with the information about the plan and to voice their thoughts 
and concerns. Please keep an eye out for notices of the date and time that will come out later.  

 The Board has been asking for support from residents that wanted to help 
with crafting our next program as well as voice their opinions about other lake 

projects and ideas. Very, very few responded, but thanks to those that did. Also, 
thank you to everyone that took the time to fill out their tax roll apportionment 
questionnaire. We have been reviewing them and will look for more alterations 
that need to be completed by the summer meeting.   

 
 
     
 
America the Beautiful 
Lake Montcalm the Beautiful 
 
Many of us have had a summer home or lived on the lake for a long time. We have 
witnessed our lake change for the better in many different ways. The water has been 

treated to control the non-native weeds and we continue to explore 
other ideas to improve the water quality, not only for fishing and 
swimming, but in other ways as well. We all know how much 
effort is required to maintain our lake properties. We have watched 
our friends and neighbors add on, rebuild, paint, landscape, and 
more in an effort to make our homes more beautiful and a source of 

pride. I’m sure that we’ve all had visitors that have commented on how nice our lake has 
become since the last time they were here. For the most part, these improvements don’t 
cost a lot. Let’s all continue to work hard to make our lake a beautiful place in which we 
can all take great pride.  
 
God bless America; God bless Lake Montcalm . 
  
Thank you  
Your friend and neighbor 
Mike Dunn 
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