MONTCALM COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

M I N U T E S

Monday, August 17, 2009, 7:00 p.m.

Third Floor Conference Room

County Administration Building

	Members Present:


	Bruce Noll 

Franz Mogdis

S. Michael Scott 

Don Smucker 

Pete Haines 

John Johansen 

Phil Lund



	Members Absent:


	Lonnie Smith 



	Participating Members Present:
	None


	Others Present:

	Lisa Lund, Recording Secretary




Call to Order 




Chairman Franz Mogdis called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Chairman Franz Mogdis led the group in the pledge. 

Roll Call 

Franz Mogdis took roll call and announced a quorum present.

All handouts noted are on file with the Recording Secretary.   

Public Comments

Chairman Franz Mogdis opened the floor for Public Comment. There were no public comments. 
Approval of Meeting Minutes 

July meeting minutes were not in the meeting packet so they will be addressed at the next meeting.  
Approval of the Agenda 

Don Smucker requested additions to correspondence from Isabella County; Winfield Township; and Village of Howard City and Reynolds Township. Motioned by S. Michael Scott to accept the agenda as amended. Seconded by John Johansen. Motion carried. 

Reports 

Land Use Educator Report 

Don Smucker provided a written report dated August, 2009 (HANDOUT A). 
Recording Secretary

Lisa Lund distributed the August edition of the Planning and Zoning News Publication. She also received correspondence from Michigan Department of Agriculture dated July 21, 2009 for completed contracts for Farmland and Open Space Preservation Act of 1974 (HANDOUT B). 
Training 

Don Smucker discussed training opportunities and passed around literature on them.  
Implementation Priorities 

No update for this meeting. Franz Modgis will prepare for next meeting. 
Old Business 

By Laws
The draft by-laws document was provided in the packet (HANDOUT C). 

Motioned by S. Michael Scott to discuss the entire document. Seconded by Pete Haines. Motion carried.   
Motioned by Pete Haines to adopt the entire document as presented and forward to the Board of Commissioners for informational purposes. Seconded by S. Michael Scott. Motion carried with abstention by John Johansen. 
Don Smucker will get a copy of the Ordinance to Lisa Lund. Lisa Lund will forward Planning Commission ordinance document to Chris Hyzer to the Board of Commissioners to approve and review and note by-laws have been adopted. 

Smart Growth Tenants Discussion 
A memo listing of the smart growth tenants was provided in the meeting packet (HANDOUT D). 
The group discussed the role of the planning commission in economic development. Phil Lund and Pete Haines will work on modifying the smart growth tenants that were presented so they reflect the position of our Planning Commission as well as implementation ideals. 

New Business 

Otisco Township 
Don Smucker reported on correspondence received from Kathy Hubbert, Otisco Township Planning Commission Secretary (HANDOUT E). This correspondence included a draft copy of Otisco Township’s amended land use plan for. 
Don Smucker read a draft response letter to the group. 

Motion by Bruce Noll to forward the response letter to Otisco Township. Seconded by John Johansen. Motion carried.  

Don Smucker will forward Lisa Lund a copy of the original correspondence from Otisco Township and the letter being sent for file. 

Isabella Master Land Use  
Don Smucker received correspondence from Michael Zalewski Isabella County Planner/Zoning Administrator that their Master Plan and amendments were approved (HANDOUT F). 
Don Smucker will keep their final plan on file as it was provided on compact disc (CD) format. 
Winfield Township 

Don Smucker received a letter from Winfield Township Clerk Colleen Stebbins with an enclosure of the Township’s Planning Commission Ordinance (HANDOUT G). 
Don Smucker read a draft response letter to the group. 

Motion by S. Michael Scott to send the response letter. Seconded by Pete Haines. Motion carried. 
Village of Howard City and Winfield Township Master Plan Effort 
Franz Mogdis reported that he received correspondence from Dave Bee with the West Michigan Regional Planning Commission (HANDOUT H). The correspondence described the efforts of these two entities engaging in developing a Joint Master Plan. 
Public Comments 

Chairman Franz Mogdis opened the floor for public comment. There was none.
Our next meeting is scheduled for Monday, September 21 at 7:00 p.m. at the County Administration Building.    
Motioned by Bruce Noll to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by John Johansen. Meeting adjourned at 8:24 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

______________________________

Lisa Lund, Recording Secretary   

______________________________

Franz Mogdis, Chairperson   
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