MONTCALM COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

M I N U T E S

Monday, August 16, 2010, 4:00 p.m.

County Administration Building, Stanton 

	Members Present:


	Bruce Noll 

Franz Mogdis

S. Michael Scott 

Lisa Lund 

Lonnie Smith 

John Johansen

Chuck Hill

Don Smucker 

Pete Haines

	Members Absent:


	None

	Participating Members Present:
	None

	Others Present:

	Elisabeth Waldon, The Daily News 


Call to Order 




Chairman Franz Mogdis called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Chairman Franz Mogdis led the group in the pledge. 

Welcome

Chairman Franz Mogdis welcomed the members.  

Roll Call 

Lisa Lund took roll call and announced a quorum present.  

All handouts noted are on file with the Secretary.   

Public Comments

Chairman Franz Mogdis opened the floor for Public Comment. 

There were no public comments. 

Approval of Meeting Minutes 

Bruce Noll indicated that his name should not have been listed to be on the planning subcommittee and instead it should have been Don Smucker. Motioned by Bruce Noll to approve the August 16, 2010 meeting minutes as amended (HANDOUT A). Seconded by John Johansen. Motion carried.   

Approval of the Agenda 

Motioned by Bruce Noll to accept agenda. Seconded by S. Michael Scott. Motion carried.    

Reports 

Land Use Educator Report 

Don Smucker informed the group that he is working on developing a citizen planner class to begin in January. Local governments have 1 more year to revised zoning ordinances to be compliant with the Enabling Act. John Johansen asked if Don would be putting together a list of those that are completed and he said he would. 

Secretary

Lisa Lund distributed the August edition of Planning and Zoning news. 

Lisa Lund shared that the Planning Commission received correspondence from the Department of Agriculture with copies of the completed contracts with the State of Michigan under the Farmland and Open Space Preservation Act of 1974 (HANDOUT C). 

Lisa Lund received a copy of the draft Small Wind System Ordinance from Pine Township (Handout D). Don Smucker drafted a response for the Planning Commission members to review. Motioned by S. Michael Scott to approve and send the written letter. Seconded by Chuck Hill. Motion carried. Lisa Lund will send the letter. 

Training

No report. 

Implementation Priorities Status 

No report. 

Old Business

General Plan 

The planning subcommittee reported back and the full group discussed activities around the review of the General Plan. There was consensus that the group would evaluate existing local zoning classifications and look for consistencies and inconsistencies between entities in terms of both content and definitions. Don Smucker drafted a grid that may be used to inventory the classifications. 

One of the outcomes of the process would be to increase and position ourselves for economic development. 

Pete Haines, Don Smucker, and Franz Mogdis will meet again to continue the work and they said that by mid-Fall, the Planning Commission could expect a significant report. 

New Business 

None

Public Comments

Chairman Franz Mogdis opened the floor for Public Comment. 

Lisa Lund mentioned the Land Planning Institute update and what is next. John Johansen talked about the West Michigan Strategic Alliance Agriculture report. 

Motioned by Pete Haines to adjourn. Seconded by Lonnie Smith. Motion carried.  

Meeting adjourned at 4:45 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

______________________________

Lisa Lund, Secretary 

______________________________ 

Franz Mogdis, Chairperson   
Montcalm County Planning Commission                                                                                              August 16, 2010 
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