MONTCALM COUNTY 

CENTRAL DISPATCH AUTHORITY
657 North State Street

Stanton, Michigan 48888


Montcalm County Central Dispatch

Technical Advisory Committee Minutes

June 13, 2006

Montcalm County Central Dispatch

The meeting was called to order by Vice Chair Janice Jourdan at 9:08 a.m.

Members Present: Charles Shayler, Janice Jourdan, Bill Barnwell for Carol Swainston, Clark Newell, Jerry McCoy, Angel Ouwinga, Ron Warren and William Burden for Brian Waber. 

Members Absent: None

Guests: Richard Nowakowski 

Jerry McCoy motioned to approve the agenda with addition of Animal Control under other and support from Clark Newell. Motion approved.

Jerry McCoy motioned to approve the May 9th minutes with support from Clark Newell.  Motion approved. 

Public comments: Sheriff Barnwell updated the Board on the Directors position. The Authority Board has appointed him as interim Director.  Brian Waber will still be the representative for the Sheriff’s Dept.  At this time Sheriff Barnwell appointed Richard Nowakowski as a dispatch representative to attend the meetings until a new Director is in place.  He advised that the position has been posted, and they hope to have the position filled by September.

Clark Newell advised that the 800 MHz training has been re-scheduled. Newell made mentioned of a letter that he had received from the Department of Natural Resources asking permission to have the F911 frequency in their radios. Discussion occurred.  Jerry McCoy made a motion to allow DNR to have access to F911 and 59COM contingent upon a letter request from DNR. Sheriff Barnwell supported the motion and motion approved. Sheriff will generate a letter to the Michigan Public Safety Communications System, Attn: Bob Tarrant indicating the TAC Boards approval and to identify which frequencies have been allowed.

Richard Nowakowski mentioned the DNR burn bans and asked for clarification from the Fire Chiefs of their interpretations and actions when issued. Clark Newell responded that local Fire Chiefs could over rule the DNR burn bans. That the bans are issued as guidelines only.  

Chuck Shayler advised there was no report from the Police Chiefs.  

OLD BUSINESS 

Animal Control issues were discussed at this time as Sheriff Barnwell had other restraints that may not allow him to be present for this Boards entire meeting.  Sheriff indicated that he will be sending out a memo pertaining to Police involvement when a call of serious injury  (bites, attacks) and EMS is dispatched.  Animal Control allows a police dept to investigate and should be dispatched along with other units. This will serve as an interim policy change until approved as a County policy with the Animal Control Department.

 Traffic Enforcement: Sgt. Ouwinga advised they are planning for dates of July 1st, 7th and 8th.  She will fax dates and times to Richard.  There are no current road construction projects that would effect traffic at this time. The work on M91 has been completed.

Heartland Trail Markers: No report. 

Mobile Data Computers: Sheriff advised that they are looking at other options for the connection problems.  He has ordered 5 more MDC’s and 800 MHz radios that will be going to the police agencies. Sheriff gave an update on the work going on with the automatic vehicle locators.  Much of the work is being shelved pending further estimates.

NEW BUSINESS

Jerry McCoy added that the Emergency Operations Center is working on a regional 

exercise for October 25, 2006.

Discussion occurred regarding letter received from Sand Lake Police Dept and their

decision on responding to complaints or backup in Montcalm County.  Charles Shayler said that his department will still respond to “any” calls for assistance wherever they may be. Sheriff Barnwell indicated that he is working on a mutual aid agreement for dispatch.  

Janice Jourdan asked Chief Shayler for clarification on their department’s patrol in Winfield Township. He advised it was for traffic only in the area of Indian Lake through the months if June, July and August at this time. 

Sheriff announced that the summer marine program has begun and gave scheduled days and times of their patrol.

Sheriff addressed the issue of dispatchers answering questions that he would want an Officer to handle.  He emphasized that dispatch should create more callbacks and assign an Officer.   

OTHER:  None

Motioned by Jerry McCoy with support by William Burden to adjourn. Motion approved and meeting adjourned at 10:10 a.m. Next meeting scheduled for July 11, 2006.[image: image1.png]EMERGENCY
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Carol Swainston-Director; Ron Retzloff-Commissioner; Phyllis Shilling-Townships; Roger Caris-Commissioner; 

Bill Barnwell-Sheriff; Steve Rains-Michigan State Police; Cal Callison-Fire; George Bosanic-Greenville; 

Bruce Schnepp-Greenville; Patrick Carr-Commissioner
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