MONTCALM COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

M I N U T E S

Monday, June 1, 2009, 7:00 p.m.

Third Floor Conference Room

County Administration Building

	Members Present:


	Bruce Noll 

Franz Mogdis

S. Michael Scott 

Don Smucker 

Pete Haines 

John Johansen 

Lonnie Smith 



	Members Absent:


	Phil Lund



	Participating Members Present:
	Chris Hyzer, County Administrator/Controller


	Others Present:

	Lisa Lund, Recording Secretary




Call to Order 




Chairman Franz Mogdis called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Chairman Franz Mogdis led the group in the Pledge. 

Roll Call 

Franz Mogdis took roll call and announced a quorum present.

All handouts noted are on file with the Recording Secretary.   

Public Comments

Chairman Franz Mogdis opened the floor for Public Comment. There were no public comments. 
Approval of Meeting Minutes 

Motioned by Bruce Noll to approve minutes as presented. Seconded by S. Michael Scott. Motion carried.  
Approval of the Agenda 

Motioned by Lonnie Smith to approve the agenda as presented. Seconded by John Johansen. Motion carried. 

Reports 

Land Use Educator Report 

Don Smucker provided a written report (HANDOUT A).  
Recording Secretary

Lisa Lund reported that she had received documents from the State of Michigan Department of Agriculture representing landowners in our jurisdiction who have completed contracts with the State of Michigan under the Farmland and Open Space Preservation Act of 1974. The cover letter was dated May 2009. These will be kept on file. 
Training 

Members shared opportunities for training. Opportunities currently available included:  

· Grand Valley Metropolitan Council Annual Growing Communities conference June 5, 2009 
· 2009 Citizen Planner Advanced Academy on June 25 

· Michigan Citizen Planner Online course information  

Implementation Priorities 

No update for this meeting. 

Old Business 

By Laws
By-laws draft pages 11-21 were reviewed for comment (HANDOUT B). Don Smucker will continue to work on these and simplify pages 14-21 for the next meeting. 
Code of Conduct 
Planning Commission members were asked to sign and submit a Code of Conduct for the Planning Commission (HANDOUT C). Lisa Lund will keep signed documents on file. 

New Business 

Isabella Master Plan Amendments 
Don Smucker discussed a correspondence received from the Isabella County Planning Commission regarding notice of a public hearing for their proposed Master Plan amendments (HANDOUT D). A response was drafted and shared with the membership (HANDOUT E).   

Pine Township Master Plan 

Don Smucker discussed a prepared response to the Pine Township Planning Commission regarding proposed changes to their Master Plan (HANDOUT F).

Ferris Township 

Don Smucker discussed a letter received from the Ferris Township Clerk regarding the establishment of a township Planning Commission with Zoning Authority via passing a resolution. Upon further review of the issue, the Township later discovered it needed to do this through a different means. Therefore, Planning Commission members were advised to disregard this correspondence. 

2010 Budget 

Discussed Planning Commission Budget request for FY 2010. 

Motioned by S. Michael Scott to make a recommendation to the County Controller for the FY 2010 budget as follows: Per Diem- reduced to $2,000; Office Supplies- increased to $100; Postage increased to $100; Printing increased to $150. Consultants – same at $9,000; Dues and Subscriptions- same at $400; Travel Mileage- same at $850; Miscellaneous- reduced to $0; Employee Training- conferences increased to $750. Seconded by Pete Haines. Motion carried noting abstention by John Johansen.
Chris Hyzer will check on the Dues and Subscriptions line item to see if that amount can be reduced. This primarily entails the Planning and Zoning News publication.   

Master Planning for Un-zoned Townships  
Correspondance from Preston Community Services was shared (HANDOUT G). It was discussed that the Planning Commission would not provide funding directly for these efforts but would promote the benefits and opportunities for shared efforts.  
Public Comments 

Chairman Franz Mogdis opened the floor for Public Comment. 
Chris Hyzer shared a Memorandum from the West Michigan Strategic Alliance regarding a request to adopt smart growth principles (HANDOUT H). This will be taken up at the next Planning Commission meeting. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for Monday, July 20 at 7:00 p.m. at the County Administration Building.    
Franz Mogdis adjourned the meeting at 8:44 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, 

______________________________

Lisa Lund, Recording Secretary   
______________________________

Franz Mogdis, Chairperson   
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