MONTCALM COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

M I N U T E S

Monday, May 17, 2010, 6:00 p.m.

Montcalm County Administration Building, Stanton

	Members Present:


	Bruce Noll 

Franz Mogdis

S. Michael Scott 

Lisa Lund 

Chuck Hill

Pete Haines

Lonnie Smith 

John Johansen



	Members Absent:


	Don Smucker 



	Participating Members Present:
	Chris Hyzer


	Others Present:

	None




Call to Order 




Chairman Franz Mogdis called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Chairman Franz Mogdis led the group in the pledge. 

Welcome

Chairman Franz Mogdis welcomed the members.  

Roll Call 

Lisa Lund took roll call and announced a quorum present.  

All handouts noted are on file with the Secretary.   

Public Comments

Chairman Franz Mogdis opened the floor for Public Comment. There were no public comments. 

Approval of Meeting Minutes 

Motioned by Pete Haines to approve the April 19, 2010 meeting minutes as presented (HANDOUT A). Seconded by Lonnie Smith. Motion carried.   

Approval of the Agenda 

The PA 116 Farmland Preservation Applications (6) from Home Township was added as New Business item #2. 

Motioned by S. Michael Scott to accept agenda as amended. Seconded by Noll. Motion carried.    

Reports 

Land Use Educator Report 

No report. 
Secretary

The Planning Commission received correspondence from the Montcalm County Conservation District regarding approval of PA 116 Farmland Agreement Applications from Bloomer Township (Johnston) and Home Township (Peterson). 

Training 

Members verified their participation in the New Economy 101 and 201 trainings. Franz Mogdis plans to attend the 201 training in Grand Rapids on May 20. Lisa Lund, Don Smucker, and Franz Mogdis plan to attend the 301 training in June. Per documentation submitted at the meeting, members who are to receive credit for training hours earned since the last meeting included:  

	Member
	Session
	Date
	Location
	Hours

	Chuck Hill 
	101
	4/26
	Ionia
	2

	Lisa Lund 
	101
	4/26
	Ionia
	2

	Don Smucker
	101
	4/26
	Ionia
	2

	S. Michael Scott 
	101
	4/26
	Big Rapids
	2

	Bruce Noll
	101
	4/26
	Big Rapids
	2

	Franz Mogdis
	101
	4/26
	Big Rapids
	2

	John Johansen
	101
	4/26
	Big Rapids
	2

	Pete Haines
	101
	4/26
	Big Rapids
	2

	Don Smucker 
	201
	5/12
	St. Johns
	4

	Pete Haines
	201
	5/17
	Big Rapids
	4

	Lisa Lund 
	201
	5/17
	Big Rapids
	4

	John Johansen
	201
	5/17
	Big Rapids
	4

	S. Michael Scott
	201
	5/17
	Big Rapids
	4


Implementation Priorities Status 

No report. 
Old Business 

Wind Energy Ordinance

Franz Mogdis stated that a letter had been sent May 10 to all townships, villages, and cities as discussed at the last meeting. We expect that we will want to respond to any questions this letter raises. One tool would be the sample wind energy ordinance (HANDOUT B). We may also look at other ways to inform and engage communities, such as meetings.   

Motioned by Pete Haines to use the sample ordinance that has been provided as a starting point for entities interested in looking further at this wind energy issue. Seconded by John Johansen. Motion carried. 
Draft Response to Belividere Township Zoning Ordinance Request for Comment
This was shared with the group (HANDOUT C). There were no additional revisions. The letter will be sent as presented. 

New Business 

Michigan’s Critical Assets Publications
Motioned by John Johansen to order two copies of the Michigan Critical Assets publication available through Michigan State University. (HANDOUT D) Seconded by Pete Haines. Motion carried. Chris Hyzer will take care of the order. 
PA 116 Farmland Preservation Applications 
The following PA 116 Farmland Applications were submitted for approval by Home Township for Janet V. and Robert J. Peterson (HANDOUT E):   

Home Township, Section 12, Town Number 12N, Range 6W, 40 acres
Home Township, Section 12, Town Number 12N, Range 6W, 80 acres 

Home Township, Section 12, Town Number 12N, Range 6W, 40 acres
Home Township, Section 12, Town Number 12N, Range 6W, 40 acres
Home Township, Section 12, Town Number 12N, Range 6W, 35.87 acres
Home Township, Section 12, Town Number 12N, Range 6W, 40 acres

Motioned by John Johansen to accept and approve the above PA 116 applications. Seconded by Bruce Noll. Motion carried.  

Members discussed the Johnston PA 116 application from Bloomer Township that was reviewed by the conservation district as noted in the Secretary’s correspondence earlier but not yet received by the Planning Commission. 
Motioned by John Johansen to approve the Johnston PA 116 if it arrives prior to the next Planning Commission meeting and requires a timely response, as it has already been approved by the Conservation District. Seconded by Bruce Noll. Motion carried.  

Public Comments 

Chairman Franz Mogdis opened the floor for public comment. 

Chris Hyzer distributed two West Michigan Strategic Alliance publications to members. One was the Vital Signs Report Card and the other was an annual Action Report. Chris said a priority of the West Michigan Strategic Alliance is education. 

Members discussed dedicating the July Planning Commission meeting as a work session for the review and revision of the General Plan.  
The next meeting is Monday, June 21, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. at the County Administration Building.    

Motioned by Lonnie Smith to adjourn. Seconded by S. Michael Scott. Motion carried.  

Meeting adjourned at 6:36 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

______________________________

Lisa Lund, Secretary 

______________________________ 

Franz Mogdis, Chairperson   
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