MONTCALM COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

M I N U T E S

Monday, April 19, 2010, 6:00 p.m.

Montcalm County Administration Building, Stanton

	Members Present:


	Bruce Noll 

Franz Mogdis

S. Michael Scott 

Don Smucker 

Lisa Lund 

Chuck Hill

Pete Haines

Lonnie Smith 

John Johansen



	Members Absent:


	None 



	Participating Members Present:
	None



	Others Present:

	None




Call to Order 




Chairman Franz Mogdis called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Chairman Franz Mogdis led the group in the pledge. 

Welcome

Franz Mogdis welcomed the members.  

Roll Call 

Lisa Lund took roll call and announced a quorum present.  

All handouts noted are on file with the Secretary.   

Public Comments

Chairman Franz Mogdis opened the floor for Public Comment. There were no public comments. 

Approval of Meeting Minutes 

Motioned by S. Michael Scott to approve the March 15, 2010 meeting minutes as presented (HANDOUT A). Seconded by Pete Haines. Motion carried.   

Approval of the Agenda 

Four items were requested to be added to the agenda under New Business: #1 – Montcalm Alliance; #2- County Master Plan; #3-Letter to municipalities; and #4- Belvidere Township Ordinance. 

Motioned by Pete Haines to accept agenda as amended. Seconded by Noll. Motion carried.    

Reports 

Land Use Educator Report 

Don Smucker provided and discussed his written report dated April 13, 2010 (HANDOUT B). Don Smucker also said the Citizen Planner program is considering doing something locally and if so, he encouraged members to attend.  

Secretary

The Planning Commission received a copy of the Carson City Parks and Recreation Plan. Members asked the Secretary to send a letter letting them know we received the information and commending their work. 

Training 

Members submitted their training hours to Lisa Lund who will put the submissions on file. Lisa Lund suggested starting to record submitted training credits in the minutes. Therefore, per documentation submitted at the meeting, members who are to receive credit for training hours included 

· February- 17 Accumulated Junk (Citizen Planner Unit)- 3 hours:  Lonnie Smith, S. Michael Scott, Don Smucker, Bruce Noll, and John Johansen

· March 18- Strategies for success for the New Montcam County Economy (Land Use Coalition)- 1 hour: Franz Mogdis, S. Michael Scott, Don Smucker, Bruce Noll, and John Johansen

· April 13- Zoning Issues for Wind Energy (Land Use Coalition)- 1 hour: John Johansen, Bruce Noll, S. Michael Scott.  

Members also submitted to Lisa Lund their plans to attend the New Economy training series and carpooling opportunities. Don Smucker mentioned a small-scale energy systems training opportunity. Members will continue to receive e-mail notices about training opportunities through Lisa Lund as they emerge.  

Implementation Priorities Status 

Franz Mogdis distributed the list of priorities for members to review and put priorities on agenda for the next meeting (HANDOUT C).

Old Business 

Wind Energy Ordinance

Don Smucker again discussed a sample zoning ordinance for siting wind energy systems in rural areas that was previously distributed and again distributed at the meeting (HANDOUT D).  Franz Mogdis asked Planning Commission members to review the document and that it would be a business item to work through the document starting at the next meeting under old business. 

New Business 

Montcalm Alliance 

John Johansen informed the group that they are looking to revitalize the Montcalm Alliance. Their next meeting is Thursday at 2pm. Community support is critical. He asked members to please outreach to their local leaders and communities for their support. 

County Master Plan 

The Planning Commission is limited as to what ordinances it can develop and this limits the Planning Commission’s impact and authority. There was discussion about the benefits of zoning and the consistency it would provide Montcalm County, in terms of economic development and tools. This zoning issue will continue to be explored. 

Letter to Municipalities

At the last meeting, it was suggested municipalities be contacted regarding our intent to update the General Plan. A draft letter was prepared and reviewed by the membership (HANDOUT E).  Members commented that the message should be uniformity in standards. The letter will be revised accordingly and sent.  

Belvidere Township Ordinance

The Planning Commission received correspondence from Belvidere Township asking for public comment on their proposed new Zoning Ordinance. 

Motioned by Pete Haines to table action on this until the May meeting until members have time more to review the information. Seconded by John Johansen. Motion carried. 

Public Comments 

Chairman Franz Mogdis opened the floor for public comment. 

Lisa Lund shared information about the progress of the 2010 Census.

Our next meeting is Monday, May 17, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. at the County Administration Building.    

Motioned by Pete Haines to adjourn. Seconded by Chuck Hill. Motion carried.  

Meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

______________________________

Lisa Lund, Secretary 

______________________________

Franz Mogdis, Chairperson   
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