
MONTCALM COUNTY CENTRAL DISPATCH AUTHORITY 

Administrative Board

MEETING MINUTES
Friday, March 21, 2008 at 10:00 a.m.

Montcalm County Central Dispatch/MCES Conference Room
657 N State St, Stanton, MI  48888
Present:


Angel Ouwinga (MSP-Lakeview Post)



Bill Burden (MCSD)



Roger Caris (BOC – Montcalm County)



Pat Carr (BOC – Montcalm County)



Cal Callison (Fire Departments) 



Phyllis Shilling (Townships of Montcalm County)



Ron Retzloff (BOC – Montcalm County)

Absent:


George Bosanic (City of Greenville)




Mike Stuck (City of Greenville)
Others Present:


Chris Hyzer




Jeff Troyer
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Retzloff.
Roll call was taken; a quorum was present. 
Motion by Callison, supported by Carr to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried. 
Committee moved on to Correspondence:  Action Items / Filing Items

No correspondence.
Committee/Liaison Reports
No Committee/Liaison reports.
The Board moved on to Old Business

The board had no old business to attend to.  
The Board moved on to New Business
MPSC’s DECISION ON INITIAL SURCHARGE:  

Troyer advised the board that he spoke to 9-1-1 Legal Counsel Doug VanEssen yesterday reference the appeal process.  Should the Authority choose to appeal the MPSC’s decision on Montcalm County’s initial surcharge (Public Act 164), the appeal will be with the State Court of Appeals which can be a very lengthy process.  VanEssen advised yesterday that he has approximately 10 counties on board with the appeal.  His plan is to file a mass action lawsuit rather than a class action.  With a mass action, each county will be listed separately.  VanEssen further stated that the costs would be divided by the counties filing the mass action via population base.  Troyer advised the Board that VanEssen’s broad estimate for Montcalm County would be a couple thousand dollars.  Troyer stated that VanEssen is available to conference in should the members have any questions for him.
Caris commented that the significance here is the principal that the MPSC utilized to come to this decision.   
Troyer stated that the MPSC did not necessarily utilize the figures provided by the individual counties but rather the figures that the Telecommunications Association of Michigan provided them.  

Ouwinga questioned the .93 devices per person factor and the 2.7% percent – where did these figures come from?  
Troyer provided the Board with answers as to where these figures were derived from.  The .93 devices per person factor is a state-wide average.  Obviously, in a more urban area, this figure should be higher.  In a more rural area, like Montcalm, the figure will probably be lower.  Regardless, it is still an estimate because we (9-1-1 Directors) do not know how many wireless devices there are in each county.  However, the MPSC did not take any of that into consideration.  The 2.7% was the factor that Legislators came up with as the rate of inflation.  
Chairman Retzloff commented that there would be no need to contact VanEssen and conference him in.  

Motion by Shilling, supported by Callison to retain Doug VanEssen as legal counsel to appeal the Michigan Public Service Commission’s decision to adjust (reduce) Montcalm County’s Initial Surcharge request under Section 401e of 2007 PA 164.  Motion carried.   

Public Comments

No public comments addressed the Board.

Motion by Carr, supported by Ouwinga to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried.

Chairman Retzloff adjourned the meeting at 10:37 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

_______________________
Ronald Retzloff, Chairman

