MONTCALM COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

M I N U T E S

Monday, March 15, 2010, 6:00 p.m.

Montcalm County Administration Building, Stanton

	Members Present:


	Bruce Noll 

Franz Mogdis

S. Michael Scott 

Don Smucker 

Lisa Lund 

Chuck Hill

Pete Haines



	Members Absent:


	Lonnie Smith 

John Johansen 



	Participating Members Present:
	None


	Others Present:

	Dave Overholt, Peter Preston  



Call to Order 




Vice-Chairman Don Smucker called the meeting to order at 6:14 p.m. 
Pledge of Allegiance 

Vice-Chairman Don Smucker led the group in the pledge. 

Welcome
Vice-Chairman 
Roll Call 

Lisa Lund took roll call and announced a quorum present. Smith, Johansen, Haines, and Mogdis were absent at time of roll call; Haines and Mogdis entered while the meeting was underway.  
All handouts noted are on file with the Secretary.   

Public Comments

Vice-Chairman Don Smucker opened the floor for Public Comment. There were no public comments. 

Approval of Meeting Minutes 

Motioned by Bruce Noll to approve the February 1, 2010 meeting minutes as presented (HANDOUT A). Seconded by S. Michael Scott. Motion carried.   

Approval of the Agenda 

Lisa Lund stated some additions were submitted and needed to be made to the agenda: #2 Old Business- Wind Energy Ordinance; #1 New Business- Sub Unit Planning; #2 New Business- Planning Commission Ordinance Authority. 

It was also suggested by S. Michael Scott that since the Planning Commission has no Authority over the Medical Marijuana issue, that it be removed from the Agenda.   

Motioned by S. Michael Scott to approve the agenda as amended. Seconded by Bruce Noll. Motion carried. 

Reports 

Land Use Educator Report 

Don Smucker provided and discussed his written report dated March 2010 (HANDOUT B). He also discussed two other training opportunities- a seminar by Michigan Municipal League on Medical Marijuana and a State of the Region meeting sponsored by the West Michigan Strategic Alliance.  
Secretary

Lisa Lund received several items of correspondence that were included in the packet which included: Letter from Montcalm Conservation District dated February 10, 2010 re: approval of three Anderson and Girls Orchard PA 116 applications (HANDOUT C); a public hearing notice for March 17 from Eureka Charter Township Planning Commission on their new Master Plan (HANDOUT D); a announcement of a Pipeline Safety Emergency Response Program from Paradigm Liason Services (HANDOUT E); a letter from the Newaygo County Planning and Zoning Commission dated March 1, 2010 stating that they adopted the Newaygo County Master Plan on January 12, 2010 and it is available online (HANDOUT F); and a letter dated February 1, 2010 from Robert Toland Consulting sharing information about the services they can provide (HANDOUT G). 
Lisa Lund distributed copies of the Planning and Zoning News for February, 2010. 

Training 

Planning Commission members discussed the process for documenting attainment of required training hours. It was agreed that a training information file for each member will be set up in the file drawer in the County Administration Building Conference Room’s file cabinet. Members will get verification of their training attendance (agenda, minutes, flier, etc…) initialed by the Planning Commission Chairperson and place their information in their folder. Don Smucker will provide participation documentation of Montcalm County Land Use Coalition events/training to Planning Commission members who attend, as he already maintains that information. Potential trainings should be discussed in advance at monthly Planning Commission meetings or with Chairperson or Vice- Chairperson for approval. 

Implementation Priorities Status 
No report. 

February Land Use Coalition 
John Johansen asked this item be on the agenda but there was no discussion. 

Old Business 

Wind Energy Ordinance

Don Smucker again discussed a sample zoning ordinance for siting wind energy systems in rural areas that was received last month. Members still felt there would be value in getting information from Gratiot, Huron, and Mason Counties; Don Smucker said he already has a copy of Huron County’s ordinance. Members should review the document distributed last month and come prepared to work on it at the next meeting. A goal would be to promote uniformity, through efforts such as model ordinances, while recognizing some local municipalities may already be working on these issues.   
New Business 

Sub-Unit Planning 
Don Smucker discussed two handouts (HANDOUTS H and I) related to subunit planning. After discussion, it was decided the Planning Commission did not want to go this direction. Instead, it wanted to make a review of its General Plan for any amendments. 

Motioned by Bruce Noll to begin review of the Montcalm County General Plan document for potential changes and amendments, considering issues such as wind energy for example. And to contact the local municipalities regarding this review process, asking for input on issues they would like addressed as well as an invitation to attend a future special meeting for this process. Seconded by S. Michael Scott. Motion carried.   
Planning Commission Ordinance Authority 
Discussed the role of Montcalm County Commissioners and the Planning Commission in establishing and overseeing ordinances. Our intent as a Planning Commission is to continue to pursue model ordinances from an advisory standpoint to promote uniformity and consistency.  
Agenda Development
Members discussed the procedure for developing the Planning Commission meeting agenda. The agreed procedure is as follows: 10 days before the scheduled meeting, Lisa Lund will send a draft agenda to Planning Commission members, County Controller and Administrative Assistant, and County Clerk. There will be two days to respond with items and to provide any related meeting materials for the packet. The agenda and meeting packet will be issued 7 days prior to the meeting. 

Public Comments 

Vice-Chairman Don Smucker opened the floor for public comment. 
Dave Overholt discussed his desire to get guidance on medical marijuana issues through community leaders and his experiences thus far. 
Our next meeting is Monday, April 19, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. at the County Administration Building.    

Motioned by S. Michael Scott to adjourn. Seconded by Bruce Noll.   

Meeting adjourned at 7:34 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

______________________________

Lisa Lund, Secretary 
______________________________

Franz Mogdis, Chairperson   
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