MONTCALM COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

M I N U T E S

Monday, February 1, 2010, 7:00 p.m.

Montcalm County Administration Building, Stanton

	Members Present:


	Bruce Noll 

Franz Mogdis

S. Michael Scott 

John Johansen 

Lonnie Smith 

Don Smucker 

Lisa Lund 

Chuck Hill



	Members Absent:


	Pete Haines


	Participating Members Present:
	None


	Others Present:

	None



Call to Order 




Chairman Franz Mogdis called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
Pledge of Allegiance 

Chairman Franz Mogdis led the group in the pledge. 

Welcome
Members welcomed new member Chuck Hill who is the new Housing and Human Services representative. Lisa Lund has been newly appointed to the citizen at large position.  

Roll Call 

Lisa Lund took roll call and announced a quorum present.

All handouts noted are on file with the (Recording) Secretary.   

Public Comments

Chairman Franz Mogdis opened the floor for Public Comment. There were no public comments. 

Approval of Meeting Minutes 

Motioned by S. Michael Scott to approve the November 30, 2009 meeting minutes as presented (HANDOUT A). Seconded by Lonnie Smith. Motion carried.   

Approval of the Agenda 

Members suggested additions of the following agenda business items: PA 116 applications as item #4 under New Business; officer elections as an item following approval of the agenda. Motioned by John Johansen to approve the agenda as amended. Seconded by Don Smucker. Motion carried. 

Elections 
Motioned by Bruce Noll to retain current Chairperson Franz Mogdis and Vice Chairperson Don Smucker and to name Lisa Lund as Secretary. Seconded by John Johansen. Motion carried.  
Members wanted the meeting minutes to reflect that the Secretary will receive the same financial compensation as the Recording Secretary did formerly as that position is no longer needed. 
Reports 

Land Use Educator Report 

Don Smucker provided a written report dated January 2010 (HANDOUT B). 
(Recording) Secretary

Lisa Lund received correspondence from Department of Agriculture dated December 1, 2009 with copies of completed contracts with the State of Michigan under the Farmland and Open Space Preservation Act of 1974. 
Lisa Lund received 4 items of correspondence from the Montcalm Conservation District re: PA 116 applications for Hardy (2), Wilson, and McCarthy (HANDOUTS C, D, E, and F). 

Lisa Lund distributed copies of the Planning and Zoning News for December, 2009 and January, 2010. 

Lisa Lund passed around a roster for members to make changes to their contact information. 

Training 

This was covered under Land Use Educator Report. Lisa Lund stated it may be good for the members to revisit the annual training requirements and submission procedures at the March meeting. 
Implementation Priorities 

No report. 

Old Business 

None. 
New Business 

Wind Ordinance

Don Smucker provided and discussed a sample zoning ordinance for siting wind energy systems in rural areas (HANDOUT G). The installation of these systems is a land use issue and has economic development and agricultural protection implications. Franz Mogdis recommended that Planning Commission members review the ordinance and said it seemed feasible that we may want to share this/a sample ordinance document with the zoned townships so they can use it to consider amending their ordinances. There was discussion about how extensive or limited a countywide ordinance would need to be. Members felt there would be value in getting information from Gratiot, Huron, and Mason Counties; Don Smucker said he already has a copy of Huron County’s ordinance. 
Medical Marijuana 
John Johansen brought this topic to the group’s attention. He wanted to let members know there is local activity on this issue and that Planning Commission members may be contacted as he was. Members discussed medical marijuana implications including economic development Since there is no need for action at this time, members decided to wait on local decisions and state legislative actions. 
Eureka Township Master Plan 

The members reviewed the memo from Eureka Township regarding their Master Plan (HANDOUT H) and a draft response letter from the Planning Commission (HANDOUT I). The letter was deemed acceptable by the membership and will be sent.  

PA 116 Applications

The Planning Commission reviewed several PA 116 applications as follows.

Application received from Wesley Thompsen, Sidney Township Clerk (HANDOUT J):  
1. Michael and Judy Hardy, Sidney, Section 3, Town Number 10N, Range 7W, Acres 72.

Applications received from Douglass Township (HANDOUT K and L):  
1. Anderson and Girls Orchards LLC and Terry Andersen, Douglass Township, Section 12, Town Number 11N, Range 7W, Acres 45.

2. Anderson and Girls Orchards LLC and Terry Andersen, Douglass Township, Section 13, Town Number 11N, Range 7W, Acres 33.

3. Anderson and Girls Orchards LLC and Terry Andersen, Douglass Township, Section 13, Town Number 11N, Range 7W, Acres 27.

Motioned by Bruce Noll to approve all of the PA 116 applications listed above without negative comment. Seconded by S. Michael Scott. Motion carried.    

Lisa Lund will send required correspondence.

Public Comments 

Chairman Franz Mogdis opened the floor for public comment. There was none.

Members discussed changing the regular meeting time to 6:00 p.m. from 7:00 p.m.  This was agreed starting with the March meeting. 

Our next meeting is Monday, March 15, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. at the County Administration Building.    

Meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

______________________________

Lisa Lund, Secretary 
______________________________

Franz Mogdis, Chairperson   
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